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THE STATE OF THE PRESS. In the debate on Mr. {we ourselves are favorable to the promulgation of 
Clay’s appeal to the house, Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, | erroneous doctrines or the distortion of facts, in sea- 
is reported to have used the followingexpressions: {sons of great political excitement, or to subserve our 

“Such unhappily, in this country, 1s the condition } particular views of things; and we ought to discover 
of the press, (that palladium of liberty), that no man | also, that what pleases us may inflict misery on others. 
ean appeal to it without a sense of dishonor. He |It requires a great effort of the mind, wholly to divest 
cannot come forward there and say, I join issue in | ourselves of that relation to others in which the boys 
this charge, without expesing himself to derision, by |stood to the frogs, whom they stoned ‘‘for fun.” There 
entering into competition with newspapers which |aretwo parties to almost every question, and the mis- 
utter falsehood and truth according to the object in | fortune is, that we generally proceed blindly with our 
view. He was ashamed to state it to the house, but the |own, without a willingness to aliow to the opposite 
faet was so that, pending any great election, such was |party an equal right to act blindly. We say ‘stick 
the prostitution of the public press, that there was no ‘to the party’—but are much vexed because others 





. lwewir~ wha* to believe; and it was sufficient to |also “stick” to their’s. We laugh ata good ‘kif’ 


pronounce any charge, however gravely made, an|when made at an opponent; but not at all disposed 
elactioneering trick, to stamp it instantly with the /to be merry when we ourselves are ‘“‘hit.”” And what 
seal of falschood. That press which had been so long | have we lately seen?—Gentlemen esteemed by their 
the boastof liberty, was in this country no longer a respective friends as the greatest and best men in the 
protectof annocence; and it had long since ceased |nation, have had almost every offence imputed to 
tobe thelOurce even of the guilty, save as it served them. Take the late four candidates for the presidency 
to exvite the Sling of a guilty conscience.” ° for exaraples—Mr. Adains has been called a “tory,” 

s(_7> his wholesale condemnation, indeed— {general Jackson a ‘‘murderer,” Mr. Crawford a 
and, in partaygpt. But still the press is the ‘‘boast |\“‘giant intriguer,”’ and Mr. Clay a professed “gamb- 
of liberty,” (og,‘‘protector of innocence,” and “the jler.”?> Some persons may have verily believed that 
scourge of thé guilty.” That it is oftentimes scur- |these gentlemen respectively were entitled to the infa- 
rilous, and toomuch given up to the promulgation of | mous appellations given them; but the nation atlarge 
falsehood, especially for electioneering purposes, is {never supposed any such things of either of them. 
certainly true; but these are evils that almost natu- |Still it would be well for every one who has been 
raliy grow out of its liberty; seeing that every candi- |\deeply engaged in the business of the election, and 
date for public office and every seeker of public pa- for the success of one of the candidates particularly, 
tronage, may buy a press and employ persons to ‘to inquire in his own heart how far he supported the 
print newspapers, and carry on the whole business, jpersonal traduction of others supposed to stand in the 
as easily as other mechanical businesses are carried |way of his favorite, by subscriptions to newspapers 
on. To prevent this, wouldthe gentleman establish |which teemed with scurrilous articles. For the tact 
acensorship,; such as lately existed in France? Cer-/is, that publishers have no more love for defama- 
tainly not. He would as rightfully have a legal su- | tion than other persons; nor are they more willing to 
perintendeye dover the blacksmiths of the nation, |defend scoundrels than the lawyers are: and why the 
because malig of them lame horses when shod by |one should be blamed for laboring in his ‘‘vocation,” 
them. The remedy is, not to employ either the pub- |} and the otherexcused, is what Mr. Forsyth ought to 
lishers or smiths, that wound characters or horses.— | tell us. Each has the same motive to action, and the 









Neither are any thing more than men, and no better 
than lawyers, priests or soldiers, who plead, preach or 
fight according to their pay, toplease their clients, 
gratify their parishioners, or supportthe government 





same responsibility to meet the consequences of it: 
the desire to get money, and the loss of reputation for 
getting it unworthily. 

If the press be ‘*‘prostituted,” what causes it? The 


under whose Yandard they are arrayed. Would he jeffect is manifest,—we teel it; but let us not come 
have it that a gentleman of the bar should never de- | plain of it, while we ourselves produce it. Our per- 
fend a villain in acourt of justice—thata priest should |sonal partialities and prejudices are the cause of it. 
always coufurm to the orthodory of some particular | By the defeat of one man, we look for the exaltation 
ehurch—that an enlisted soldier should inquire into|of another. Weare more devoted to the success of 
the merits of the matter at issue between him and | persons than the triumph of principles; and, perhaps, 
another, to whom he has no personal enmity? No—| hundreds of newspapers have been established for 
0. The people havea right to hire lawyers to plead | the express purpose of subserving the views of inte- 


any thing, preachers to preach any thing, and sol- 
jiers to fight for any thing, as well as publishers to 
print any thing, provided persons are willing so to 
be hired; and the offence is more in the tempter than 
the tempted. But as there are lawyers, and priests 
and soldiers thatare not mere mercenaries, so there 
are editors of newspapers who will not publish what 
they themselves deem unjust, and blacksmiths that 
will not lame horses—for pay. And every one who 
laments the “condition of the press,” and believes 
it tobe such that ‘no man can appeal to it without a 
sense of dishonor,” ought to begin the work of refor- 
mation by a serious examination of himself, to ascer- 
tain how far he supports or encourages that which 
he condemns. I have no special allusion to the 
gentleman named, or any particular newspaper. The 
remark is a general one; and, in considering the 


force of it, we should endeavor to find out how much | 


Vol. XXVU.-——25, 


rested individuals. In such eases, the editors as 


|naturally obey their masters as a journeyman im the 
| printing-house follows the directions of the editor. 


The discretion is altogether in the hands of the 
junto or party which supports the paper; and, if that 
junto or party succeeds, ‘‘all’s well:” if not, the edi- 
tor is made a “scape goat,” and abused by those 
whom he most faithfully served. And it is a grievous 
misfortune too, that, “pending any great election,” 
aspiring individuals, out of the perversity of their 
own nature, or by way of retaliation, will have per- 
sonalities: yet those who indulge in them are often the 
first to complain of them. And there are others 
who impeach an editor’s motives, and injure his 
reputation and business, provided he shews a resolu- 


tion to pursue a temperate course, because they 


themselvesare not temperate. They will have every 





thing brought up to their own standard, and so they 
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go on, adding fuel to flame, until the “boiler bursts’’! Washington, 28th Jan. 1825. 
and the killed and wounded are counted. Thenthey My dear sir: My position, in regard to the presiden- 
wonder at the havoc they have made and resolve to tial contest, is highly critical,and such as to leave 
be more circumspect; and are so, till again excited,' me no path on which I can move without censure. | 
when they again work on the “high pressure” princi- have pursued, in regard to it, the rule -vhich I al- 
ple, and determine its merits by the result of their | ways observe in the discharge of my public duty. | 
exertions, saying, ‘‘all’s fair in politics”—twriting up, | have interrogated my conscience as to what I ought 
or writing down whomsoever they can. | to do, and that faithful! guide tells me that I ought to 
The gentleman is entirely mistaken. Will he) vote for Mr. Adams. [ shall fulfill its injunctions, 
blame the seduced more than the seducers? The | Mr. Crawford’s state of healt», and the circumstan- 
press is now so conditioned in the United States, that, ces under which he presents himself to the house, 
nearly every publisher is compelled to take a side in appear to me to be conclusive against him. As a 
personal electioneering, for the reason that so many friend of liberty and to the permanence of our insti- 
of his supporters are engaged in it. Andwhen the, tutions, I cannot consent, in this early stage of their 
complaint is made that the press is degraded, let! existence, by contributing to the election of a milita- 
the complainant ask himself, what part have I in/ry chieftain, to give the strongest guarranty that this 
the degradation? This is the true way, the only way, | republie will march in the fatal road which has con- 
to correct the evil—general charges like those pre-| ducted every other republic to ruin EF owe to our 


ferred by Mr. Forsyth, will only increase it. The; friendship this frank exposition of my intentions—% 


undoubted object of every publisher is to please his 
employers, and make a livelihood out of his business 
--and it is absolutely certain that almost every one 
will greatly prefer rational discussions of principles 


which partizan zeal, malignity and rivalry can in- 
vent. Ishall view, without emotion, these effusions 
of malice, and remain unshaken in my purpose. 





am, and shall continue to be, assailed by all the abuse — 


and sober examinations of the conduct of persons, to; What is a public man worth, if he will not expose 
the riot of disclamation and abuse of individuals, if! himself, on fit occasions, for the good of his country? 
they could succeed as well by the latteras the former.; Astothe result of the election, Ecannot speak with 
But the fact is, that in the contentions of political par- | absolute certainty; but there is every reason to be- 
ties, moderation is regarded as an offence, and respect lieve that we shall avoid the dangerous Precedent to 
for private character supposed to be the result of; which I allude. 

timidity. | Be pleased to give my respects to MiP. 

Mr. Cuiay. From the Richmond Enquirer, addressed to, believe me always your cordial frien 

the editors—You will oblige one of your subscribers by | The honorable F. Brooke. 
inserting, in your paper, the inclosed paragraph of a| © 

letter from Mr. Clay. He states, in terms so strong,] GeNeraL Jacksox. From a Washington paper—A 
so frank and fearless, the grounds on which he will; number of gentlemen, now in this city, from different 
vote for Mr. Adams, in the face of instructions from | parts of the union, wishing to manifest their respect 
a dominant party in Kentucky, a party who have pro-| towards general Jackson, after the decision of the 
phaned the temple of their liberty, by pulling down presidential question, met together for the purpose of 
their constitution; that it is impossible the sincerity | offering him a public dinner on the occasion. The 
of his motives can be doubted. ‘The responsibility | following notes will explain the object of the com- 
which he submits himself to, must place him very; mittee, and the delicate and high-minded sense oi 
high in the esteem of those who will not listen to| properiety of the hero’s refusal: 

the base charge which party animosity, and disap- | Washington City, 10th Feb. 1825. 
pointed ambition have forged against him. When! Sir: A number of your fellow citizens, assembled 
was Mr. Clay a hunter after office? From two suc-| in this city, from different states in the union, with 
cessive administrations, he has refused the highest; the confident expectation of seeing the universal 
offices. Under Mr. Madison’s administration, he| wishes of the nation fulfilled, by your elevation to 
might have ,been secretary of war, or minister to| the chief magistracy thereof: disappointed in that 
tussia. Under Mr. Monroe’s he refused the war! respect, however, they are desirous of testifying their 
department, and the mission to England or any other} attachment and regard for you, by soliciting the plea- 
power. The position of Mr. Clay in the west; his; sure of your company ata public entertainment, to be 
high standing asa statesman every where, had given | given at Williamson’s hotel, to-morrow afternoon, a‘ 
htta justly an influence that commanded any office;| 5 o’clock. We are, very respectfully, your fellow- 
indeed, but for the combination of the friends of| citizens, Sam’s Swartwovut, of New-Jersey, 
general Jackson and Mr. Adams, in Louisiana, he Joun Conran, Pennsylvania, 
would have stood on as high grounds, at this moment, Wm. Roxzinson, Virginia, 

as either of those gentlemen. Filling the chair in J. O. Hanon, S. Carolina, 
the house of representatives, with so much abilityas; To gen. Andrew Jackson. 

he does, if he looked to the next election of a presi- General Jackson’s reply. 

dent, he had nothingto bargain for. In the absence} Gent Lemen: I have received your polite invitation, 
of all personal hostility, either general Jackson or | in behalf of yourselves and a number of citizens “in 
Mr. Adams, would, with eagerness, have sought his’ this city, from different states in the union,” to par- 
aid in the administration of the government. These | take of a public entertainmentto-morrow. For your 
are pledges for the integrity of Mr. Clay, if he had | politeness, pray accept my thanks. I cannot decline, 
not given still better security. This is to be amply/ and ought not; yet cannot refrain from suggesting to 
found in his long-tried character for unimpeached in- | you and my friends the propriety, perhaps necessity, 
tegrity and undeviating adherence to principle. | of forbearing to confer upon me, at this moment, any 

Mr. Clay may be wrong, but it is impossible to be-' such prominent mark of your regard. You cannot, 

lieve that he is guilty; if his motives are to be tested! 1am persuaded, mistake my meaning. A decision 
by the varying Opinions of the host of adversaries; of a matter, about which much public feeling and con- 
that unhappily, too naturally, have started up against/ cern has been manifest, very lately has takem place. 
him, an impartial! verdict is not to be expected; but} Any evidence of kindness and regard, suck as you 
it becomes the friends of the other aspirants to th_ | propose, might, by many, be viewed as conveying 
presidential office, to search their hearts for th®} with it exception, murmuring, and feelings of com- 
canker, which, in the face of facts, as conspicuous as°| plaint; which [sincerely hope belong not to any of, 








, and 
H. Cray. 
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the sun, would bfast a reputation which has grown uP my friends. I would, therefore, beg leave te sugges * 


ander their eyes, to a height surpassed by few. to you, that, on reflection, you may decm it proper to 
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forbear any course to which, possibly, exception | Daniel Udree, J. 
might be taken. Isaac Wayne, J. Henry Wilson, J: 

Please to accept my thanks, and tender them fo the Delaware. 
gentlemen respectively. Anprew Jackson. | Louis McLane, C. 

To Messrs. S. Swartwout, Maryland. 

J. Conrad, Caieadeene William Hayward, jr. C. George E. Mitchell, A. 
W. Robinson, ™ Joseph Kent, A. Raphael Neale, A, 
J. O. Hanlon, John Lee, J. John S. Spence, A, 
10th February, 1825. Peter Little, J. Henry R. Warfield, A. 
Isaac McKim, J. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. Virginia. 

The following is, we believe, a correct statement | Mark Alexander, C. Thomas Newton, A, 
of the votes as given by the members of the house of | William S. Archer, C. John Randolph, C, 
representatives, for the several candidates, on Wed- | Philip P. Barbour, C. William C. Rives, Cc. 
nesday, 9th inst. Opposite the name of the member, is | John S. Barbour, C. Arthur Smith, C, 
the initial of the candidate for whom he voted: Burwell Bassett, C. Alexander Smyth, C, 

Maine. John Floyd, C. William Smith, C. 
William Burleigh, A. Enosh Lincoln, A. | R. S. Garnett, (absent) Andrew Stevenson, C. 
Joshua Cushman, A. Stephen Longfellow, A. | Joseph Johnson, J. James Stephenson, C. 
Ebenezer Herrick, A. Jeremiah O’Brien, A. | Jabez Leftwich, C. George Tucker, C, 
David Kidder, A. William McCoy, C. John Taliaferro, Cc, 
New- Hampshire. Charles F. Mercer, CC. Jared Williams, Cc, 
Ichabod Bartlett, A. Aaron Matson, A. North Carolina. 
Matthew Harvey, A. William Plumer, jr. A. | Henry Conner, J. Willie P. Mangum, C, 
Arthur Livermore, A. Thomas Whipple, jr. A. | John Culpeper, A. George B. Outlaw, C. 
Massachusetts. Veldon N. Edwards, C. Romulus M. Saunders, C, 
Samuel C, Allen, A. Samuel Lathrop, A. | Alfred M. Gatlin, C. Richard D. Spaight, C. 
John Bailey, A. John Locke, A.| Thomas H. Hall, C. Robert B. Vance, J. 
Francis Baylies, J. Jeremiah Nelson, A. | Charles Hooks, C. Lewis Williams, Cc. 
Bb. W. Crowninshield, A. John Reed, A.| John Long, C. 
Henry W. Dwight, A. Jonas Sibley, A. South Carolina. 
Timothy Fuller, A. Daniel Webster, A.| Robert B. Campbell, J George McDuffie, J. 
Aaron Hobart, A. John Carter, J. Joel R. Poinsett, J. 
Rhode- Island. Joseph Gist, J. Sterling Tucker, J, 
Job Durfee, A. Samuel Eddy, A.|Andrew R. Govan, J. John Wilson, J, 
Connecticut. James Hamilton, jr. J. 
Noyes Barber, A. Ebenezer Stoddard, A. Georgia. 
Samuel A. Foot, A. Gideon Tomlinson, A. | Joel Abbot, C. Edward F, Tattnall, C,. 
Ansel Sterling, A. Lemuel Whitman, A. | George Cary, C. Wiley Thomspon, Cc. 
Vermont. Alfred Cuthbert, C. R.H. Wilde, Cc. 
William C. Bradley, A. Rollin C. Mallary, A. | John Forsyth, C. 
Daniel A. A. Buck, A. Henry Olin, A. Kentucky. 
Samuel C. Crafts, a. 4 H. Clay, (Speaker), A. Thomas Metcalfe, A. 
New- York. Richard A. Buckner, A. Thomas P. Moore, J. 
Parmenio Adams, A. Dudley Marvin, A.| Robert P. Menry, J. Philip Thompson, A. 
John W. Cady, A. Henry C. Martindale, A. | Francis Johnson, A. David Trimble, A. 
C.C. Cambreleng, C. John J. Morgan, J.| John T. Johnson, J. David White, A. 
Lot Clark, C. John Richards, C. | Robert Letcher, A. Charles A. Wickliffe, J. 
Ela Collins, C. Robert S. Rose, A. Tennessee. 
Hector Craig, J. Peter Sharpe, A.| Adam R. Alexander, J. Jacob C. Isacks, J. 
Rowland Day, C. Henry R. Storrs, A.| Robert Allen, J. James B Reynolds, J, 
Justin Dwinell, C. James Strong, A. | John Blair, J. James T. Sandford, J, 
Lewis Eaton, C. John W. Taylor, A.| John Cocke, J. James Standefer, J. 
Charles A. Foote, C. Egbert Ten Eyck, C.} Samuel Houston, J. 
Joel Frost, C. Albert H. Tracey, A. tio. 
Moses Hayden, A. Jacob Tyson, C. | Mordecai Bartley, A. Thomas R. Ross, c, 
John Herkimer, A. Wm.W.VanWyck, A.|Philemon Beecher, A. John Sloane, A. 
James L. Hogeboom, C. S.Van Rensselaer, A.|John W. Campbell, J. Joseph Vance, A. 
Lemuel Jenkins, C. Isaac Williams, A.| James W. Gazlay, J. Samuel F. Vinton, &. 
Samuel Lawrence, A. Silas Wood, A.|Dunean McArthur, A. Elisha Whittlesey, A. 
Elisha Litchfield, C. William Wood, A. | Wm. MeLean, A. William Wilson, Cc. 
New-Jersey. John Patterson, A. John C. Wright, A. 
George Cassedy, J. George Holcombe, J. Louisiana. | 
Lewis Condict, J. James Matlack, A.| William L. Brent, A. Edward Livingston, J. 
Daniel Garrison, J. Samuel Swan, J.| Henry H. Gurley, A. ay 
Pennsylvania. _ Mississippi. 
James Allison, J. Samuel D. Ingham, J.| Christopher Rankin , 
Samuel Breck, A. George Kremer, J. Indiana. 
John Brown, J. Samuel McKean, J.| Jacob Call J. John Test, ae 
James Buchanan, J. Philip Markley, J.| Jonathan Jennings a 
Samuel Edwards, J. Daniel H. Miller, J. Illinois, 
William Cox Ellis, J. James S. Mitchell, J.| Daniel P. Cook A, 
Patrick Farrelly, J. Thomas Patterson, J. Alabama. 
John Finlay, J. George Plumer, J.| John McKee, J. George W. Owen, J, 
Walter Forward, 5. George Wolf, J.| Gabriel Moore, . J. 
Robert Harris, J. Andrew Stewart, J. Aigsourt, 
Joseph Hemphill, | Alexander Thompson, J.|John Scott, A. 
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SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING LIST. 
Adams. Jackson. Crawford. Whole no. 





represet’s 

Maine 7 0 0 
New-Hlampshire 6 0 0 6 
Massachusetts 12 1 0 13 
Rhode-Isiand 2 0 0 2 
Connecticut 6 0 0 6 
Vermont 5 0 0 5 
New-York 18 2 14 $4 
New-Jersey l 5 0 6 
Pennsy!vania I 25 0 26 
De'aware 0 0 l ] 
Mary!and 5 3 1 Q 
Virginia i l 19 22* 
North-Carolina I 2 10 13 
South-Carolina 0 9 0 ) 
Ge rvia 0 Q 7 7 
Keniucky S 4 0 12 
Tennessee 0 4 0 4 
Ohio 10 2 2 14 
Louisiana 9 i 0 3 
Mississippi 0 1 0 1 
Indiona 0 2 0 3 
Iiitnois l 0 0 
Alabama 0 3 0 S 
Missvuri - 0 0 1 

87 71 54 213 


States voting for Ur. Adam:—Maine, New-Hamp- 


% 


Shire, Mas-achusetts, Rhode fsiaud, Connecticut, | 


Vermont, New-York, Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Louisiana, Hlinois and Missouri—13. 

Siates voting for gen. Jackson—New-Jersey, Penn- 
syivania, South-Carolina, Tennessee, Indiana, Ala- 
bama and Mississippi—7. 

States vo! ng for Mr. Crawford—Delaware, Virginia, 
North Carolina and Georgia—4. 


The following table, (says the American), shews 


the strength of the respective candidates for the pre- | 


sidential chair, as determined by the late election: 
Adams. Jackson. Crawford. Clay. 





~~! _—?™ (~~ (~~ 
© nn QO2nR CAH A DB 

o o 68 So 6s . = 

So -. 2s 2 2 2 a SS 

STATBS. co. a fF Se -- | -? 
awe Fak be ae a 

Viaine 9 if) 0 0 o -@ 0 0 
NewHampshireS 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 15 15 0 O 0 O eo oO 
Rhode-Island 4 4 G oO 0 O 0 0 
Connecticut % 8 0 O 0 9O 0 O 
Vermont 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New-York 26 36 1 0 5 O 4 0 
New-Jéersey 0 oO S Ss 0 O 0 O 
Pennsylvania OQ OO 28 28 0 0 0 0 
Delaware i 0 0 O 2 3 0 O 
Maryland 3 il 7 O o> vie 0 0 
Voirgigvia 09 O 0 O 24 24 0 O 
North Carolina 0 0 lo C QO 15 0 0 
South Carolinad O 1) li 0 0 0 0 
Georgia 0 O 0 O 9 9 0 O 
‘Kentucky 0 14 0 0 > 2 8« «@ 
Tenuessee 0 0 tl 61 0 0 0 0O 
Qhio 0 16 0 QO oe «& 16 O 
Louisiana 2 6&6 $ 60 0 O 0 0 
Mi -sissippi 0 9O 3.6 83 0 9 0 O 
Indiaua 0 OQ 5 5 0 0 0 0 
I!) .9ois | 3 2 0 0 0 O 
Alabama 0 O 5 5 QO @g S..« 
Niissouri 6 sg 0 O 0 0O i 
84 139 99 7) 41 61 37 O09 

*One absent from iljness 








NavaL promotions. The following passed mid- 
shipmen, have been recently promoted to the rank of 





lieutenants in the navy of the United States, and rank ; 
in the order in which they are now arranged. ; 
Daniel H. Mackay John Bubier 

Edward W Carpender Victor M. Randolph 
John L. Saunders Joseph Cutts, 

Joseph B. Hull Jacob Crowninshield 
Jott S. Paine Frederick Engle 

Johu E. Prentiss Thomas S. Brown 
Joseph Moorehead Alexander J. D. Brown 
Samuel B. Phelps Jesse Smith 

William T. Rodgers John H. Smith 
Thomas Pettigru Merritt S. Scott (dead) 
Augustus Cutts Francis Saunderson 
John S. Chauncey John Rudd 

Irvin Shubrick Robert Ritchie 
Charles Ellery David R. Stewart 
Thomas R. Gerry Wiiliam W. McKean 
John Kelly Benjamin Tallmadge, jr 
Hugh Dulany Franklin Buchanan 

| Edmund Byrne Hubbard H. Hobbs 
Edward S. Johnson Samuel Mercer 

iWrm. PH. Gardner Charles Lowndes 

| Frederick Jarret Louis M. Goldsborough 
David G. Farragut Duncan N. Ingraham 

| Richard S. Pinckney John Marston, jr. 
Stephen B. Wiison Henry Bruce 

Edward C. Rutledge William D. Newman 
Wim. S. Harris Henry A Adams 
Thomas Durnin Alexander B. Pinkham 
Benjamin S. Grimke William A. Homer 
John P. Cuttle James D. Knight 
Robert B. Cunningham Joseph Mattison 
James Glynn William 8. Walker 

| Joseph Myres Alexander Slidell 
Villiam C, Wetmore James G. Boughan 
William B. Nicholson George F. Pearson 
Thomas R-. Gedney 








| MAssSacHUSETTS STATE PRIsoN. From the late ar. 
| hual report of the warden of the state prison, it now 

appears that the present number of convicts im the 
prison, is 298,of woom 86 have been received within 
the iast year. There have been 96 discharged with- 
in the year; 6 by death, 10 by pardon, and 80 in 
the completion of their sentence. Of the present 
prisoners, 54 are blacks, and 59 white foreigners— 
| 222 have been convicted of store breaking and theft, 
26 of having counterfeit money, with intent to pass 
it, 16 for burgiary, 11 for forgery and 23 for other 
oifences—121 are employed as stone cutters, 30 as 
cabinet-makers, 27 as lumpers, 11 as brush-makers, 
| &e. &e. 

The expenses of the year, including $14,446, the 
amount of stock remaining from the last year, $8,521 
| paid oicers at the prison, $2,585 paid officers from 
| the state treasury, together with ali expenditures for 
| provisions, clothing, medicines, and materials for 
| labor, amounted to $57,622. The receipts, including 
| $56,274 paid for stone, $4,796 paid for labor by con- 
| tractors, and allowing $16,!24 for stock on hand, 
| amounted to $58,834—making an excess of receipts, 


| or clear profit, tothe commonwealth, of $1,211. 





Perv. The following intelligence, (which there 
does not appear any possible reason to doubt tae 
truth of), shews us that the war in Pery has, at 
length, been ended, by the complete triumph of Bolli- 
var. 

We are indebted, (says the Federal Gazette), to 
| Mr. Beaumont, of the Kingston, [Jamaica], Public dd- 
| verfiser, for his paper of the gist of January, con- 
| (alning, im Spanish. an account of a decisive victory 
| ootained by Bolivar over the Spanish army, on the 
9:n December. This intelligence, we learn from 
jeaptain Franklin, of the schooner Elizabeth, w2s 
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brought to Kineston. by a sloop of war, in a short 
passage from off Carthagena. The article giving an 
account of this importantevent, is copied from the 
Impreso de Lima, and we translate it as follows: 
‘“Farma, Dec. 18th, 1824. 
‘Great victoru—decisive triumph. The army of the 
liberator, under the command of general Sucre, 
completely ronted the Spanish royal army on the 9th 
of the present month, on the plains of Guamanguilla. 





General La Serna, who commanded it, was wound- 
ed and taken prisoner, with generais Canterac, Val- 
dez, Carratalla, and other chiefs, officers and troops 
—the whole of the baggage, arms and warlike stores 
of the enemy, are now in our power. Lieutenant 
colonel Medina, aid-de-camp to his exeellency, the 
liberator, was the bearer of the official despatches of 
this action, and it is much to be lamented that this | 
officer was assassinated in Guando, by the rebclsof | 


Post Ofrick DEPARTMENT, 
29th January, 1925. 

Srr: In obedience to a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the United States, of the 24th in- 
stant, which directed that the memorial of sundry 
citizens of the state of Maryland, upon the subject of 
transporting the United States’ mail, between the 
cities of Baltimore and Philadelphia, should be ree 
ferred to the postmaster general, with instructions to 
report to the house what provisions are necessary, b 
law, if any, to remove the evil complained of by the 
petitioners; I have the honor to state, that, during a 
considerable part of the winter and spring seasons of 
the year, when the weather is mild, the great mail 
route hetween the above cities is so bad, as to render 
the rapid movement of the stages upon it impracticae 
bie. ; 

{s there is but little travel on the preater part of 


that town—however, all the authorities in the imme-| this route, when the stesm boats ply upon the Chesa- 
diate neighborhood of the battle, give official infor- | peake and Delavare, the necessary repairs upon it 
mation of the triumph of our arms—adding that gene- ‘have been almost wholiy negiected for some years 
ral Canterac, who took command of the Spanish | past. But, if this road were turnpiked the entire 
army, after La Serna had been wounded, capitulated distance, the crossing of the Susquehannah at Havre 
to general Sucre, agreeing expressty that the fortress |de-Grace, which is more than a mile wide, will al- 
of Callao should be delivered up to the army of the | ways impede, and frequent}y stop, the progress of the 
liberator. mail. High winds sometimes render ap attempt to 
The ninth of December, 1824, has completed the | cross extremely hazardous; but floating ice, in the 
day which dawned so brilliantly on Jauin At the | winter and spring seasons forms the most serious 
beginning of this year, the Spaniards threatened to obstacle Althouvh the utmost exertions are always 
re-conquer America with this army. which now no | used by experienced ferrymen, the boat is frequently 
longer exists. Theplains of Guamangniila witnessed severaj hours in crossing vith the mail. ‘The time 
the victory, which has terminated the war of inde- of crossing, at this season, is in the wight, and fre- 
pendence on the continent of Columbus. This has qventiy the darkness is so great, that the ferrymen 
decived the question which divides Europe, which have no other yuiae than the sounding of horis. The 
imme diately interests America, which is ot the first: North East, Big Elk and Littie Lik. are often ime 
importance to the whole human race, and the influ- passable on this route, immediately after a heavy 
ence of which will extend, without doubt, to thou- rain. ‘These strcams rise suddenly, and their cur- 
sands of succeeding generations. That qnestion is, rents are so rapid, when swollen, that, to cross them, 
whether the wor! 4 must be coverned by the absolute isvery dangerous Last winter, in crossing them, as 
power of those who cali the nselves legitimates, or Well as the Susquehanaah, the mail was near being 
wh-+ther the epoch has arrived, when the people shall lost several times. At one time, one of the stage 
enjoy their rightsand liberties. In fine, the army of horses was drowned, and the cthers, with the mail, 
the jiberator has solved the problem. and raised the were saved by very creat exertions. 
last monument which was wanting tohis glory. Grati- The only effectual remedy to avoid delays at these 
tude shall inseribe on it the names of the conqve- rivers, would be to construct bridges caver them. 
rors ot Guamanguilla. and of that illustrious GENIUS North East, Big Elk and Little Eik. mightbe bridged 
w.io has directed the war, who has saved Peru, and a: 9 gmail expense, but a bridge over the Susque- 
who, in the events of February, only discovered neW hannah, at Havre de Grace. if practicable, could 
roads to glory. His fame shall last to the endof the not be seriously contemplated by any one, when the 
world, and this is a sentsment cherished by every pridge at Port Deposite stands only six miles above. 
heart that beats for liberty ” This bridge has been constructed at an expense of 
Since the foregoing was translated and put into ayout one hundred and eighty thousand d Hars. and 
type, we have received the Kingston Chronicle, au is represented to be of good m teria} ard s peiior 
which the editor states that he has received the eff | workmansbip. When it was built. a turnpike road 
cial Gazette, containing the account of the above Vic | was contemplated to it from Baltimore, on nevrly a 
torv. Itwas broucht to Kingston by his ritannic ma- direct line, thence, by the way of Newark, to Stann- 
jesty’s schooner Swallow, in four days from Cartha- | ton, through which the present mail route passes. 
gona. By actual survey, this route, from Steunten to Balti- 
Great rejoicings took place at Carthagena in Con- more, is about one mile shorter than the road by 
ni of the defeat of the royalists 9 the eA ‘Havre ev Grace. 
ture of Lima by the liberating army, under general | tas F : a eee es 
Sucre; onerel Bolivar being absent on account of | The “paltemore and oor Bua bh ne —— 
extreme indisposition. Several valuable Spanish ; pany Ryrie amie ee oe A 18 | , . of mane 
merchantmen, that were at Callao, fell into the pos- oP tke rearter ilar d pone Se ee Pp se 
session of the patriots. | of the tur apike has “ en made. 5 rhe roads ' id 
The frigate Venezuela, com. Chitty, was fitting out | ‘70m Selumore wo ae at a oa k Agwy™ 
at Carthagena totake despatches to England from the few 4 the ee _ (teas ae, aes ag 
Columbian government, announcing thet ‘tal annihi- bern erstoo » Saat none of th@m are in a conairion to 
lation of the Spanish forces in the south sea. A dou- | Sarees of stages. 
bloon bounty was paid to anle bodied seamen whocn-} From Staunton to Baltimore, on the route survey- 
listed on board the Venezuela. ed by the way of the bridge, it is fifty-seven miles 
and a half. It will not, however. be necessary to 
a oe “ re or construct a road the whole of this distance, should 
T ransportation of the Mail. |it be deemed proper to establish the great mail route 
Report of the postmaster general, in relation to the trans- | by the way of the bridge. The Bultimore and Havre 
portation of the public mail, belween Philade!phia and |\de Grace turnpike runs nearly by the proper direc- 
Baltimore. | tion to the Great Gunpowder, a distance from Bal- 
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fimore of thirteen miles; from thence to the bridge, | 


the ground is represented to be level, and such as 
will admit of a road at small expense. From the 
bridge to Staunton, is twenty-six miles. To pass 
from the bridge by the way of Elkton, would in- 
trease the distance to Staunton four miles. Should 
this toute be preferred, it would be only necessary 
to make aroad from the bridge to Elkton, a distance 
of about seventeen miles. 

The road fom Elkton to Staunton has been turn- 
piked. Ifaroad of thirty-five or six miles in Jength, 
estimating the distance on both sides of the Susque- 
hannah, were constructed, and bridges thrown over 
Big Elk and Little Elk, all obstructions to the ra- 
pid and regular transmission of the mail, between 
Haltimore and Philadelphia, would be removed. The 
toad, from the bridge at Port Deposite to Elkton, 
would cross the North East Creek, at Gilpin’s bridge. 

The distance from Baltimore to Philadelphia, by 
the way of Port Deposite bridge and Elkton, would 
not be increased, over the present mail route, more 
then three mites, 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, JOHN McLEAN. 

The hon. Henry Chay, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
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Bank of the United States. 


Recapitulation of the general statement of the bank of the 
United States, and its offices of discount and deposite. 

[January 6, 1825.} 

Capital stock 

Notes issued 

Dividends unclaimed 

Discount, exchange and interést 

Profit and loss, and contingent interest 709,758 62 

Contingent fund 3,750,947 67 

Due to bank United States and offices 19,028,674 79 


$4,995,919 63 
13,234,842 46 
859,700 52 
146,198 08 


state banks 509,826 70 
Seven per cent. stock 865,879 35 
Six do. exchanged 786,336 41 


Baring, Brothers & Co. 
Depcsites, viz: 
On account of the treasurer 
of the United States, 4,699,175 80 


2,407,282 20 





Deduct overdrafts, &e. 88,995 23 
) 4,610,880 57 
Mn account of public officers 2,092,263 62 
individuals 5,330,921 $8 
Special deposite of treasury drafts 565,000 00 





$9,873,732 70 





Funded debt United States, (various) 18,422,027 38 
Bills discounted, personal security 93,170,541 93 
funded debt 258,824 86 
bank stock 5,655,459 98 | 
Pomestic bills of exchange 2,721,791 22 
Foreign do. 24,178 00 
Real estate 3,360,058 94 


Mortgages, Ke, 
Due from bank U. States and offices 
State banks 
Debtof S. Smith and B. & G. Williams 
& Co. 1,207,332 08 
Due by United States 5,267 22 
Deficiencies 


135,094 85 
16,880,255 82 
2,639,921 78 


500,931 15 
Banking houses, bonus, premium,&c. 1,852,935 97 
Expenses 36,894 64 
Cash—notes bank U.Statesandoffices 7,193,043 06 
of state banlrs 1,056,224 51 

Specie 6,746,952 21 


=_—— 


89,873,732 70 





_— 











Bills discounted Specie. 
on personal 
security. 
Bank United States 2,260,517 02 849,074 78 
Office Portsmouth 400,649 76 55,242 95 
Boston 3,544,945 87 772,589 39 
Providence 372,182 64 99,627 64 
Hartford 439,057 96 43,389 42 
New York 8,565,056 98 1,416,488 76 
Baltimore 2,309,027 24 613,000 00 
Washington 1,246,399 38 78,518 07% 
Richmond 1,123,884 31 133,745 87 
Norfolk 648,128 83 94,968 87 
Fayetteville 466,149 39 33,196 42 
Charleston 1,729,583 92 $16,340 94 
Savannah 448,125 21 163,495 11 
Lexington 1,036,773 38 65,041 96 
Louisville 1,075,308 98 70,364 87 
Chillicothe 430,182 00 46,858 28 
‘ineinnati 1,302,801 94 15,374 68 
New Orleans 2,073,277 80 837,456 31 
Pittsburg 698,489 32 42,177 94 





| 23,170,541 93 6,746,952 21 
In addition to this sum of specie on hand, 


there is in transitu from western offices 300,000 00 





Making a total of 1,046,952 21 





Due to bank Deposites of 
United States individuals. 
and offices. 
4,694,857 93 1,877,780 10 
12,474 97 7,085 38 


Bank United States 
Office Portsmouth 


Boston 901,229 50 123,104 62 
Providence 41,580 11 41,950 1S 
Hartford 126,832 67 16,749 35 
New York 888,444 85 661,965 10 
Baltimore 5,358,126 80 405,773 51 
Washington 72,189 98 166,498 40 
Richmond 7,513 50 114,621 50 
Norfolk 92,041 77 276,947 00 
Fayetteville 129,521 68 4,946 30 
Charleston 576,050 OL 517,195 27 
Savanah 459 37 39,896 10 
Lexington 1,048,390 84 81,556 56 
Louisville 1,120,871 04 99,281 22 
Chillicothe 512,360 15 23,222 20 
Cincinnati 2,422,605 75 40,870 81 
New Orleans 213,810 54 171,380 45 
Pittsburg 749,313 33 60,097 38 





19,028,674 79 5,330,921 38 

The following, from the National Intelligencer, is 

wee for the better shewing the present state of the 
ank. 

“That the bank is in a prosperous condition and 
doing 2 good business, is apparent from the fact that 
the institution, with its capital stock of $85,000,000, 
is receiving interest upon $50,258,823 37, of which, 
perhaps, forty millions carry an interest of six per 
cent. This is exclusive of the item of “mortgages,” 
and of others stated as doubtful, and of the interest. 
if any received, on debts due from the state banks. 

The amount of specie on hand is large, and the 
amount of notesin circulation small, viz: $6,091,799, 
as is ascertained by deducting the amount of ‘notes 
on hand” from the amount of ‘notes issued.” The 
amount of ‘dividends unclaimed” appears large, from 


| the circumstance of the semi-annual dividend having 


been declared the moment before the date of the 
statement. 

From the statement of February 3, 1824, and that 
of January 6, 1825, we ascertain the following facts, 
by a comparison of which we shall arrive at results 
which will still better enable us to judge of the con- 
dition of the institution: 
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; In Feh, 1824. In Jan.1825. |demand for them. Care is taken that this demand 
Funded debt, 10,874,014 18,422,027 | shall always be promptly satisfied. 

Notes issued, 11,671,387 13,254,842 No material interruption has océurred, within the 
Notes on hand, 6,668,215 7,193,043 | year, to the ordinary business of the mint. Thouzh 


Profit & loss& cont.int. 271,708 709,758 the retirement from office, and closely following dé- 
With these great advantages of the present time | cease, of my excellent predecessor, marked this peri- 
ver that of a year past, the amount of discounted | od, the assid are of highly qualified officers, long 
dills, of all sorts, is not lessened two millions of dolls. | accociated w him, preserved, unimpaired, the pro- 


gress of its operations. The present report exhibits 
an amountof coinage, inferior, by only a minute dif- 
ference, to that of the year 1820, hitherto the most 
T use of repres rs roductive in the records of the establishment. 

ss wins a aletiarrnagepail wage loais ; . I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 

I herewith transmit a report from the director of ' obedient servant, SAMUEL MOORE. 

the mint of the United States, showing the gpera-| Te the president of the United States. 

sions of that institution for the last year. 


JAMES MONROE. 








ee 


Mint of the United States. 











Report on Piracies. 


HOTSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—JAN. 31. 


Washington, Feb. 2, 1825. 

Mist oF tue Unirep States, 
Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1825. Report of the committee of foreign relations of the hours 

Sin—I have the honor to lay before you areport of| of representatives, on piracy and outrages on American 
the operations of the mint, during the past year. commerce, by Spanish privateers. 

From the statement of the treasurer, herewith} Tye committee of foreign relations, to whom was 
transmitted, it appears that the coinage executed} referred so much of the president’s message to con- 
within the above period has amounted to $1,858,297; | press, at the opening of the present session, as re- 
consisting of 4,786,894 pieces of coin, viz. lates to piracy and the outrages committed upon our 
of gold, _19,940 pieces, amounting to $93,200 | commerce by vessels beating Spanish commissions, 
Of silver, 3,504,954 1,752,477 | and the memorials from different quarters of the 
Of copper, 1,262,000 12,620 union on the same subjects, availing themselves o/ 

Tae ld ——————— | the documents accompanying the president's mes- 

4,786,894 1,358,297 | saee to the senate, of the 13th of January, which 

Deposites of gold have been, for the last three years, | have been printed by order of that body, present to 

inconsiderable. While gold bullion isin demand, at} the house the result of their deliberations upon th 
a premium On its standard value, for the purpose of ; subject submitted to them: 

exportation as a remittance, instead of bills at the} Fromthe commencement of the revolution, which 

current exchange, no adequate inducement exists to has terminated in the separation of Spanish conti- 

bring it tothe mint, if its value can be otherwise sa-| nental America from Old Spain, the commerce of 

tisfactorily ascertained. It is obvious, that, if coined the United States, in common with that of all ther 

and issued under such circumstances, it cannot be: nations, has suffered frequent outrages from the ves- 





retained in circulation. 

Of the goldcoined within the year, about five per’ 
cent. was received from North Carolina, thirty-five | 
from Africa, and fifty from South America and! 
the WestIndies. The remainder, about ten per cent. 
is of uncertain origin. 

Of silver, the receipt has been abundant throughout 
the year. The amount now in the vaults of the mint | 
exceeds $300,000; and no failure of the supply is at| 
present anticipated. A large portion ofthis supply 
comes directly from Mexico, South America, and the 
West Indies, in various forms ef unwrought bullion, 
in plate, and in coins not admitted into our currency. 
But the principal deposites are made in foreign 
coins, by the banks, especially the bank of the United | 
States; about $1,200,000 having been received from 
that institution within the past year. 

The amount of copper, coined and uncoined, the 
property of the United States, now at the mint, is 
about $25,000. Theissue of cents, within the year, 
has amounted to $15,475; on which a profit has ac- 
erued, of nearly $4,500, as will be more particularly 
specified ia the usual return made by the treasurer, oa 
that subject. 

The aggregate profit, heretofore realized, on the 
eoinage of copper, having amply refunded the amount 
ordinarily invested, on behalf of the government, in 
the purchase of that article, the profit now derived 
from the annual issue of cents, which is regularly 
paid into the treasury of the United States,is an ef- 
fective reimbursement of so much of the amount ex- 
pended, under the appropriation of the year, for 
the support of the mint. 

igs coins being transported at the expense and 
risk of the government, to all parts of the United 
States, the knowledge of this facility, as it is more 





sels of the adverse parties, duly commissioned, with 
doubtful commissions, and from pirates, who sought 
to conceal their true character by the use of the flac 
of some one of the belligerants. Constant efforts 
have been made by this government to redress 
injuries suffered, and to prevent future outrage. 
Congress have, at all times, been prepared to give, 
and have afforded, all the means, necessary for these 
purposes, within their province. 

Theact of the 3d of March, 1819, was passed spe- 
cially to protect the commerce of the United States, 
and punish the crime of piracy. It gave to the presi- 
dent power, (a power, however, which the president 
possesses without an act of congress), toemploy the 
public armed vessels of the United States to prbtect 
our merchant vessels and their crews from piratical 
aggression and depredation, to authorize the deten- 
tion, capture and trial of any armed vessels which 
attempted any piratical depredation, search, seizure 
or restraint of an American vessel. It authorized 
our merchant vessels to capture armed ships, not 
commissioned by a friendly power, and to recapture 
vessels taken by them, and it directed the condemna- 
tion of the vessels so captured or recaptured; it pro- 
vided for the punishment of the pirates, when con- 
victed by the competent tribunals. This act was 
limited to one year, but was continued in force, by 
the act of May 15, 1820, for two years, and the first 
four sections made perpetual by the act of the 30th 
January, 1823. 

The re-establishment of the constitutional govern- 


ment in Old Spain, in March, 1820, inspired the. 


strongest hope that the contest between Spain and 
Spanish continental America would be soon amicably 
terminated, in a manner satisfactory to the parties at 
war, to the commercial and civilized world, and to 


generally diffused, mar be expected to increase the| all the lovers of humanity, justice and liberty. The 
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first movements of the regenerated government 
promised a speedy realization of this hope. 

The cortes of Spain directed negotiations to be 
opened with Spanish America: commissioners were 
appointed; but the contending parties did not take 
the same view of the great questions between them. 
Old Spain would not admit the recognition of the in 
dependence of the Spanish American governments, 
as the basis of negotiation: and the Spanish Ameri- 
ean governments would not negotiate without that 
preliminary recognition. While these abortive. at- 
tempts at negotiation were made, there was a tempo- 
rary cessation of hostilities in Venezuela. The war, 
however, was renewed in Venezuela before the ne- 
gotiations were broken off. Fortune favored the 





Americans and the European Spaniards were driven 
from the continent. During this desperate contest, 
general Morales, the commander of the Spanish for- | 
ces, issued his extraordinary proclamation, declar- | 
ing a coast of twelve hundred mites in a state of | 
blockade, and interdicting al] foreign commerce with 
the Spanish Maina, as incousistent with the colonial 
Jaw of Old Spain. This procjamation has been the 
fruitful source of most of the evils since suffered by 
ail commercial nations in the West Indies, and in 
the Guif of Mexico Numerous pirates, and swarms 


—— 





of privateersmen, (subsequently degenerated into pi- 


rates), have preyed upon all neutral commerce | 


Protection tothat of the United States should have | 
been, if it has not been, afforded, against pirates, by 


| 
{ 


~~ 


bond and security to be given to prevent an unlawful 


use of the armed vessel; a provision which should 
not be changed—an adherence to which the best in- 
terest of commerce requires. 

The propriety of authorizing, by law, the pursuit of 
the pirates on land, has also been a subject of consi- 
deration. The committee do not deem an act of con- 
gress for this purpose necessary. The rule of interna- 
tional law is, that fugitives from the justice of one na- 
tion are to be considered in another as strangers en- 
titled to protection, and having a right of residence— 
on the common prineiple, that no nation hasa right to 
punish a person who has not offended itself, nor is 
it bound to assist its neighbor in the execution of its 
criminal Jaws. Pirates are criminals against all na- 
tions, punishable in every tribunal; the common ene- 


/ mies of mankind; the duty of all nations and every 


manis, to hunt them down, that they may be deliver- 
ed up to offended justice. Fresh pursuit of ene- 
mies into the territory of a common friend, is not 
universally admitted to be a right of war. Power- 
ful nations never permit feeble neighbors to enter 
their territory for this purpose; but enter, without 
scruple, in pursuit of their enemies, the territory of 
such neighbors, unless restrained by the apprehen- 
sion that the mutual friend seeks a fair occasion to 
become an ally against them in the war. Practically, 
the question is one notof right, but of relative power. 
The pursuit of a mutual enemy into the territory of 
a friendly or allied power, is a right of war: it can- 


the use of all the necessary means under the control | not be deemed a violation of the sovereignty of that 


of the executive—by a vigorous exertion of the na- 
va! power; by incessant watchfulness on the seas, 
and on the coast infested by them; rigorous examina- 


power; it confers a favor, and imposes upon him an 
obligation of gratitude. 
The common enemy cannot avail himself of the 


tion of all suspected vessels of every size; ardent} protection of the territory of the third power, but 


pursnit of the persons found flagrante delicto, where- 


ever they sought refuge; careful prosecution, be- | 


fore the competent tribunals, of all the accused who 
were taken; unrelenting severity in inflicting punish- | 
ment, where guilt was judicially established—against | 


rivateersmen, by appeals to the government of! 
} ny, DY app 7 


Spain, requiring, immediately, redress for the past! 


and security for thefuture: if made in vain, applica- | 
tion should have been made to congress, to au-| 


thorize reprisals, or to deciare war, as the extent of 
the injury, anda due regard to the condition of the 
Spanish government, should have required. 
ther reference, however, to the past, would not be 
useful. 


made. ; 
Piracy at present exists in the same form asin the, 


year 1822, when aspecies of naval force, supposed to | 
e particularly adapted to suppress it, was placed at, 
This force was believ- | 
ed to have answered the expectations entertained of | 
it, as the president, at the opening of the last session | 
of congress, announced that “it had been eminently | 
successful in the accomplishment of its objects.” If, 


the disposal of the executive. 


further experience has shewn that this species of) 


force is inadequate to the accomplishment of the ab- | 


ject, and that another may be advantageously substi- | 
tuted, there can be no doubt of the propriety of the | 
substitution. Thisisa point, however, that the com- | 
mittee do pot consider it their duty to examine; it! 
belongs properly to another committee, the result of 

whose deliberations upon it has been already present- | 
edtothehouse. The merchants of the United States, | 
who have, with the exception of our seamen, the | 
deepest interest in this subject, suggest the propriety | 
of suffering the owners of vessels toarm for their own 

defence. There is nolaw forbidding such.defensive | 
armament, nor is any law required to justify it. It! 
is, however, asserted, that the restraints upon the ar- | 
maijentof merchant vessels are inconvenient and op- | 
pressive, and that they ought to be removed. The 

enly provision on this subject is, that which requires | 


| 


A fur- | 
' 
For the present, and for the future, if le- | 
gislative provisions are necessary, they should be; 


by surrenderjng himself as prisoner of war; and, in 
that event, if the force of the pursuer was the 
cause of the surrender, the pursuer might rightfully 
claim the benefit of the surrender. Under this rule, 
the pursuit and capture of pirates any where, and 
every where, may be justified. The executive has 
acted upon it. Instructions have been given to our 
naval cammanders to pursue and capture, on Spanish 
territory, pirates who seek refuge or concealment 
there. The government of Spain has been duly 
warned of the existence of these orders; it knows 
that they will be obeyed. Noremonstrance has been 
made by it; no objections have, as far as the commit- 
tee have been informed, been urged. The acqui- 
escence of Spain is a}! that should be desired. A dis- 
tinction is supposed to exist between pursuit of pirates 
on Jands uninhabited, and on those inhabited; and it 
is imagined that the authority of congress is neces- 
sary to justify pursuit in the latter case, while, in the 
former, the power of the executive alone is suffi- 
cient. The committee do not admit the correctness 
of this distinction. Fresh pursuit is justifiable in 
either case, if necessary to the capture of the pirate. 
There is greater danger of collision with the friendly 
power, when the object of pursuit flies into a settled 
country, and greater care is requisite to avoid giving 
offence; but the same principles apply to either case, 
and itis just as necessary that congress should legis- 
late to justify the capture of pirates, as to authorize 
the pursuit of them into any place of refuge inhabited 
or unsettled. 

From an attentive examination of the letters of 
the agent who was sent to Cubato obtain informa- 
tion, relative to the pirates who have long infested the 
coast of that island, it would seem that no fresh pur- 
suiton land’ will eradicate the evil. Authority must 
exist to search in the suspected setUlements for per- 
son believed to be guilty of piracy, and fer the evi- 
dence of their guilt, and to bring them before our 
tribunals for trial and punishment. ‘This authority 
congress cannot give, without making war upon Spain. 
{t cannot be used without wresting from Spain her 
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municipal jurisdiction. The evil lies too deep to be 
reached by any ordinary measures, which foreign 
powers can apply to it. 

The government of Spain must give to the local au- 
thority what itis said to want—sufficient strength to 
prevent and to punish crimes; it must perform its du- 
tj: , or those who suffer from its neglect or weakness, 
wi be driven, by the necessity of the case, toapply 
the corrective. 
distinctly into view the only efficient remedy, and re- 
commend a resort to it, if they believed sufficient 
time had elapsed since remonstrances were made by 
our government to Spain, to prove incontestibly that 


for the delay to answer the just demands of the mi- 





| nister of the United States. 


The character of the injury sustained, its origin, 
the period elapsed since it was inflicted, the formal 
and fruitless demand for reparation for more than 





twelve months, justify reprisals. An anxious desire 
not to act harshly to a government embarrassed by in- 


|ternal difficulties, and enfeebled by recent revolu- 
The committee would bring more | tions; the distance of the seat of the Spanish govern- 


ment from the places in which the evils complained 
of originated; the death of the minister appointed by 
the Spanish government, on the eve of his departure 
to this country; and the recent selection of another 





she wanted either the power or the will to do her duty, | minister, whose appointment and intended departure 
although they are aware that the conduct of any go- | for the United States, has been communicated in an 
vernment, in applying that remedy, without previous | official letter, a translation of which is herewith pre- 
concert with other nations, alike interested in the | sented tothe house, induce the committee not to pro- 
question, would be liable to misconception, and ex- | pose any legislative enactment, under the firm con- 
cite well founded jealousies. The committee cannot | viction that this forbearance will give to Spain a new 
doubt that the executive, applying all proper means | motive to make, speedily, ample reparation for the in- 
to prevent, to detect, and to punish the crime of pi- , juries sustained, and that, if it does not produce this 
racy, and pressing upon Spain, and her local autho- | desired effect, it will justify, in the eyes of all nations, 
rities, thot the honor and the interest of Spain re- | any and every step congress may hereafter be com- 


quires their best exertions for the same purpose, will 
not fail toconfer with the great commercial nations, 
on the extraordinary, measures to be used, if the ob- 


pelled to take. 


DerARTMENT OF STATE, 


ject is not speedily accomplished by the faithful ex- Washington, 24th Jonuary, 1825. 
ertion of the powers of Spain. Sm: I have the honor of enclosing, herewith, a 

The danger to which our commerce is exposed, and | translation of the only answer yet received from the 
the injuries it has suffered from privateers, acting Spanish government, to Mr. Nelson’s notes on the 
under regular or irregular commissions, are of a dif- | subject of piracy and outrages onour commerce. It 
ferent character, and require a different remedy. | has been received since the communications to con- 
The committee understand that outrages of this kind | gress of the previous documents were made. 
have almost, if not entirely, ceased; for those which! I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble 
have been inflicted, or which may hereafter be in-}and obedient servant, 
flicted, Spain is directly responsible. Reparation 
must be had; by negotiation, or by the exercise of 
such powers as may, for that purpose, be vested in the 
executive by congress. 

To guard against future injury, the safest resource 
isto enforce promptly ample redress for that which 
has been suffered. The committee have already re- 
ferred to the injuries suffered in conseqnence of the | 
proclamation of Morales. Those injuries are not yet took possession of the appointment which the kind- 
redressed. The government of Spain has not at- | ness of the king, my august master, deigned to intrust 
tempted to justify a proclamation declaring, with a/| me, I dedicated, by order of his majesty, my atten- 
naval force insufficient to shut up the smallest port | tion to the different notes presented by you, relative 
on the coast, a seacoast of twelve hundred milesin a | to the claims of the American subjects, who thought 
state of blockade, nor the absurd pretension that the themselves entitled to be indemnified by Spain for 
property of all neutral nations is, under the colonial | the losses which they have suffered in ‘the seas of 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
John Forsyth, esq. chairman of the 


commitiee of foreign relations, H. R. U.S. 


[TRANSLATIUN. ] 
Mr. Zea Bermudez to Mr. Neison. 
Sir: From the middle of September last, when 1 





jaw of Spain, liable to confiscation, if taken on its way | 
to Spanish America; but the property of American 
citizens, captured by privateers from the islands of 
Porto Rico and Cuba, and from Porto Cabello, is now 
withheld under these pretensions. The Spanish | 
government having formally revoked the blockade, | 
gives to the tribunals of Spain an excuse for the con- 
demnation of all property seized prior to that revoca- 
tion; an excuse of which they do not hesitate to ayail 
themselves. Actingunder instructions from the pre- | 
sident, of the 28th April, 1823, the minister of the 
United States at the court of Spain, demanded satis- 
faction in January, 1824, from that government, for 
the outrages committed from Porto Cabello, and the 
islands of Yorto Rico and Cuba, upon the commerce 
of the United States, and for the wanton murder of one 
of our gallant officers in the harbor of st. John’s, 
by the officer commanding the fort at its entrance. 
In September, of the same year, Spain was again 
called upon to indemnify those who had suffered in 
person or property under the proclamation of blo¢k- 
ade,or from the interdiction of neutral commerce 
to the Spanish Main. In October, the just reclama- 
tions of our government were, for the third time, for- 
mally made tothe government of Spain. No satisfac- 
tion has been given, no indemnity has been promised, 





America. A business so complicated, in which con- 
siderable interests are involved, presented so much 
more difficulty, by how much there were inter- 
mingled with it other interests and other claims of 
Spanish subjects against the government and sub- 
jects of the United States. 

His majesty, desirous of preserving the friendship 
and good harmony which happily subsists between 
both nations, and that, in faithful observance of ex- 
isting treaties, both governments should terminate, 
in a friendly manner, this delicate question, the lesi- 
timate rights, and just pretensions of both being 
mutually conciliated, has thought that the most pro- 
per means for gaining this desired end, is to send 
immediately a minister plenipotentiary, to reside 
near the American government, who, by his infor- 
mation, prudence and practical knowledge of the re- 
lations between both countries, may be, at the same 
time, the interpreter and the executor of the just in- 
tentions of the king. In consequence, his majesty 
has been pleased to appoint Don Jose de Heredia, 
his envoy extraordjnary and minister plenipotentiary 
in the United States of America. He willset out for 
his new destination as soon as possible. 

1 hasten to inform you of this, that you may be 
pleased to lay it before your government; and I avail 





zor has there been even a satisfactory excuse given 


myself of this occasion, to repeat to you the assur- 
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ances of my most distinguished consideration. God 
preserve you many years. 
Your most obedient servant, 
FRANCISCO DE ZEA BERMUDEZ. 
San Lorenzo, 19th Nov. 1824. 


ELE EE LS LT CLIP IOI RE IIS 


EHighteenth Congress—2d Session. 


SENATE. 


February 11. On motion of Mr. Tazeirell, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be transmitted to John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, 
vice president elect of the United States. notification of his election 
to that office: and that the president of the senate do make and 
signa certificate, in the words following, to wit: “Be it known that, 
the senate and house of representatives of the United States of 
America, being convened at the city of Washington, on the second 
Weduesday of February, in the year of our Lord, 1825, the under- 
written, president of the senate, pro tempore, did, in the presence of 
the said senate and house of representatives, open all the certifi- 
cates and count all the votes of the electors for a president and | 
vice president of the United States; whereupon, it appeared that 
John C, Calhoun. of South Carolina, had a majority of the votes of 
the electors as vice president—by all which it appears that John C. 
Calhoun, of South Carolina. has been duly elected vice president of | 
the United States, agreeably to the constitution, In witiess where: | 
of, [have hereunto set my hand, this —— day of February 1525,” | 

And that the president of the senate do cause the certificate afore- | 
said to be laid hefore the president of the United States, with this | 
resolution. | 


The military appropriation bili was then taken up. 
it was proposed to strike out the following item— 

‘For making surveys and carrying on the opera- 
tions of the board of engineers, in relation to internal 
improvements, and in addition to an unexpended ba- 
lance on hand, $28,567.”’ 

Considerable debate followed—during which the 
reading of the following letter was called for— 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
TVashington, 17th January, 1825. 

Sym: Ihave the honor to present to you an esti- 
mate ofthe expense which will attend the operations 
of the board of internal improvement during the cur- 
rentyear, predicated on the supposition that the board 
will be employed in reconnoitring and examining the 
different routes for the great national road, from the 
seat of government to New Orleans, and that all the 
topographical engineers that can be spared from the | 
survey of the coast, together with Mr. Shriver’s bri- 
gade, will be engaged in continuing the survey of the 


™ 











The speakers were Messrs. Johnson, of Ky. Macon, 
Holmes, of Maine, Heyne, Smith, Johnson, of Lou. Chan- 
dler and Lowrie. The question on striking out the item 
was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Bet!, Branch, Chandler. Clayton, Cobb, 
D’Wolf, Dickerson, Gaillard. Holmes. of Maine, King, of N. Y¥. 
Knight, Lowrie, McLean, Macon, Mills, Taylor, Vazewell, Van 
Buren—19, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny. Brown, Edwards, 
Hayne, Holmes. of Miss. Johnson, of Ken. Johnston, of Lou. Kelly, 
King, of Alab. Lanman, Lloyd, of Mass. Noble, Parrott, Ruggies, 
Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Thomas, Williains—21. 


So the senate retained the appropréation. 

The senate, after this, spent some time in exect- 
tive business, and then 

Adjourned to Monday. 

February 14. The president communicated a re- 
port from the secretary of war, with a statement of 
the expenditures of the national armories, and of the 
arms, &c. made therein the last year. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, of Mass. the senate pro- 
ceeded tothe consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the navy of the United’ 
States for the year 1825. The few amendments pro 
posed by the committee were agreed to, and the bill, 
with the amendments, was ordered to be engrossed 
for its third reading. 

The bill making appropriations for the military ser- 
vice of the United States, was read the third time and 
paseed. 

The senate then took up the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of government for the year 1825, 
together with the amendments reported thereto. 

The amendments were agreed to, and the bili or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Much minor or preparatory business was attended 
to—which will be sufficiently noticed in its progress. 

The following messsage was received from the 
president of the United States: 

To the senate of the United States: 

I herewith transmit a report from the secretary of 
war, with a report to him by the chief engineers, of 
the examination which has been made by the board 
of engineers for internal improvement, in obedience 
to their instructions, of the country between the Po- 
tomac and the Ohio rivers, between the Ohio river® 
and lake Erie, between the Alleghany and Schuylkill 


route for a canal communication between the tide rivers, the Delaware and the Rariton, between Buz- 


waters of the Chesapeake and lake Erie, with a view 
to its completion, with the exception of one brigade of 
topographical engineers, which will be employed in 
surveying the route between Buzzard’s bay and Barn- 
stable bay. 

The sum required for these operations is $35,744, 
from which, deducting the sum of $10,177, the balance 
remaining en hand from the jast year’s appropriation, 
applicable to these objects, there will be feft the sum 
of 428,567 to be provided, as will more fully appear 
by the accompanying statement. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most 
obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER Macoms, chief engineer. 
To John C. Calhoun, secretary of wer. 
Estimate of the expense of examinations and surveys, 
for roads and canals, for the year 1825. 
Three military brigades $18,585 00 


One civil brigade 8,960 00 
Repair of instruments 60 50 
Pay of two civil engineers 7,200 00 


Pay of civil engineer, attached to the board, 1,320 00! 








Extra to two members of the board 1,642 00 
Ditto to three assistants 4$1 50 
Contingencies, wagons, pack-horses, &c. 495 00 

38,744 00 
Remaining of the last year’s appropriation 10,177 00 





Tye amount required to be appropriated 
for the service of the present year, $28,567 00 


| zard’s and Barnstable bays, and the Naragansett roads 
/and Boston harbor, with explanatory obsersvations 
lon each route. From the view which 1 have taken of 
these reports, I contemplate results of incalculable 
advantage to our union, because I see in them the 
most satisfactory proof, that certain impediments, 
which had a tendency to embarrass the intercourse 
between some of its most important sections, may he 
removed, without serious difficulty, and that facili- 
ties may be afforded, in other quarters, which will 
have the happiest effect. Of the right of congress to 
promote these great results, by the appropriation of 
the public money, in harmony with the states to be 
affected by them, having already communicated my 
sentiments fully, and on mature consideration, | 
deem it unnecessary to enlarge at this time. 
JaMES MowNRor. 
Washington, February 14, 1825. 
War department, February 12, 1825 
Sir: I have the honor to present herewith a com 

t munication from the chief engineer, submitting to this 
department the praceedings of the board of engincers 
| for internal improvement, under the act of congress, 
| passed April $0, 1824, authorizing the executive to 
cause to be procured the necessary surveys, plans anc 
estimates upon the subject of roadsand canals. The 
reports are very full and in detail. The board have re- 
ported favorably as to the practicability of passing the 
summit level between the waters ofthe Potomac anc 
the Ohio, by means of a canal, and that it may be cf- 
fected at a sma!! expense, compared with the edvar- 
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tages expected to result from its execution in a na- 
tional and commercial point of view. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, J. C. Catnoun. 

To the president of the United States. 

The following is the report of the members of the 
board of internal improvement: 

Washington city, February 3, 1825. 

Sir: The board of internal improvement have the ho- 

nor to transmit two reports on the proposed canal com- 


munications between the tide-water of the Potomac’ 


and the Ohioriver; between the Ohio and lake Erie; 
betweer the Alleghany and Schuylkill, or tide-water 
of the Susquehannah; between the Delaware and the 
Rariton; between Buzzard’s and Barnstable bays; 
and between Naragansett roads and Boston harbor. 
Accompanying these reports will be found a leiter 
from Dr. Howard, on his reconnoisance of the coun- 
try south of the Glades; a memoir on the part of the 
Alleghany river; a memoir by each of the chiefs of 
brigade, viz: maj. Abert, capt. McNeill and Mr. James 
Shriver; a letter from lieut. John N. Dillahunty; a 
copy of the records of the board in relation to the 
Ohio and lake Erie canal routes, and nineteen maps, 


general and particular, of the several sections of 
country explored and surveyed, of which the follow- | 


ing is a list: 


No. 1. Survey of part of the route of the Potomac canal. in 1824, by 
J. J. Abert, major and T. F. assisted by lieutenant’s Swift, Ma- 
comb, Bennett, Long and Wilson. 

2. Maps of the eastern section of the summit level of the Chesa- 

eake and Ohiocanal. Surveyed by Wm. Gibbs McNeill, capt. 

J. S. toph. eng; lieutenants Lewis G. D. Russey, Wm Cook, 
Isaac Trimble, R. C. Harzard, Jno. N. Dillahunty,John M. Fes 
senden, W. G. Williams. 


3. Profiles attached to eapt. McNeill’s map of the summit level, 
numbered 2. 


4. Profiles attached to capt. McNeili's map of the summit level, 


numbered 2. 


5. Profiles attached to capt. McNeill's map of the summit level, 
numbered 2. 


6. Profiles attached to capt. McNeill’s map of the summit level, 
nurobered 2, 


7. Profiles attached to capt. McNeill’s map of the summit level, 
numbered 2. 


3. Profiles attached to capt. McNeill’s map of the summit level, 


numbered 2. 


9. Plan of a proposed summit level of the Ohio and Chescpeake 


canal, between the little Youghagany and Crabtree creck, by Mr. 
Howard, assistant civil engineer. 


10. Profile of the surface of the ground over a proposed summit 


level of the Ohio and Chesapeake canal, by Mr. Howard, assistant 


eivil enginver. 


11. Map of surveys of the western section of the summitt level of 


the Chseapeake and Ohio canal, by James Shriver, assistant civil 
engineer. 


12. Topography of the map of surveys, by James Shriver, assis- 
tant civil engineer. 

13. Profiles attached to Mr. James Shriver's map, numbered 11. 

14. Profiles attached to Mr. James Shriver’s map, numbered 11. 

25. Profiles attached to Mr. James Shriver’s map, numbered 11. 

16. 3 of the country between Washington and Pittsburg, show- 
ing the proposed routes of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, com- 
piled by E. H. Courteney, lieut. corps engineers. 

7. Map ofthe country between Pittsburg and lake Erie, showing 


the proposed route of the Ohio and Ene canal, campiled by Mr. 
Howard, assistant civil engineer. 


13. or 4 of the country between Pittsburg and Philadelphia, show- 
e route of a proposed canal from the Ohio to the Delaware, 


ing t 
compiled by George Dutton, lieut. corps engineers. 

1%» Plan and profile of a survey and level for the proposed canal 
hetween Buzzard's and Barnstable bays, surveyed Sept. 1818, by 
Y,, Baldwin, copied by lieut. Fessenden, of the artillery. 

In execution of the orders of the secretary of war, 


communicated in your letter of the 3Ist May last, 


‘to make a recennoisance of the country between the 


~vaters of the Potomac and the head of steamboat na- 


vigation of the Ohio, and between the Ohio and Lake 


rie, for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability | 


ofa communication between these points, of designat- 


ng the most suitable route for the same, and of form- 
ing plans and estimates, in detail, of the expense of 


———— + 
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Monongahela, the board prepared instructions for the 
preliminary surveys and measurements to be execu!- 
ed by the topographical engineers, and other officers 
and gentlemen attached for this service, and having 
now maturely considered the circumstances observed 
by them personally, and carefully studied the results 
of such of these preliminary surveys as are complet- 
cd, they are decidedly of opinion that this communication 
is practitable. 

The board, on viewing the country between the 
Ohio and Lake Erie, along various lines indicated by 
public opinion, became possessed of such facts as 
place the practicability of canalling, from the head of 
steamboat navigation, in the Ohio, to Lake Erie, 
beyond all doubt. The information collected by the 
board,is not, however, of a nature to enable them to 
decide which of the several routes deserves a prefer- 
ence; and a difinitive choice can only be made after 
the several surveys, indicated by the extract from the 
record of the board, herewith, shall have been exe- 
cuted. 

In furtuer execution of orders, the board repaired 
to the state of Massachusetts, and viewed the ground 
between Buzzard's and Barnstable bays, where the 
isthmus of Cape Cod isnot only narrow, but so low, 
compared with the adjacent country, as to have at- 
tracted public attention to this improvement, at an 
early period. Aided by the maps and reports here- 
tofure made of this ground, at the public expense, 
and by maps and investigations which had been made 
more recently, at private expense, the;board are of 
opinion this canal might be opened at leastas deep as 
low water, at noextraordinary cost. The tide rising 
from eight or ten feet on the Barnstable side, this 
depth of water might be carried through the canal. 
The locks on the Barnstable side to be protected by a 
breakwater or pier. 

The board also made a reconnoisance of the ground 
between Narragansett bay and Boston harbor—like- 
wise with the advantage of knowing the result of 
previous surveys, under the authority of the state 
government, whence they infer, that further investi- 
gation may show this communication to be practica- 
ble. 

In execution of the orders of the secretary of war. 
requiring a co-operation with the canal commission 
ers of the state of Pennsylvania, the board examined 
the whole route of the proposed canal from the Al- 
leghany to the Schuylkill. 

From observations made by the board a long this 
line, and from surveys and levellings since made by 
the Pennsylvania commissioners, the board are in- 
clined to believe in the possibility of this work; but 
they think that further investigations are necessary 
to the definitive settlement of this question. 

The co-operation of the board with the commission- 
ers of the state of New-Jersey, resulted in a strong 
conviction of the practicability of a canal communi- 
cation between the Delaware snd the Rariton, by 
leading the water of the former, from about twenty- 
six miles above the city of Trenton, to the summit 
ground between Trenton and Brunswick; and that 
the abundance of the water of the Delaware, will 
supply a canal of dimensions adapted to the vessels 
navigating the great rivers and bays of the sea-coast. 
The board are, however, of opinion that, previous to 
| fixing the exact route of the canal, lines should be 
run from the vicinity of Bordentown across the sum- 
mit, to the lowest point on the Rariton, to which a 
canaican, with due economy, be extended, with a 





view to avoid as much of the difficult tide navigation 


execution,” the board proceeded from the seat of | of the two rivers as possible. 

The board has the satisfaction to acknowledge the 

'zeal,perseverance and ability with which all the 

officers of the two corps of engineers, and other gen- 
tlemen attached to the service, have fulfilled their 
. xtent which the time and the season of 


government, through the portion of country indicated | 


therein. Having deliberately examined every local 
circumstance on that part of the Alleghany monn- 
tian which lics between the headwaters of the Poto- 
pac and those of the Youghagany, a branch of the 
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the year permitted. The unfinished parts of their in- 
structions comprehend the eastern section of the 
Ohio and Chesapeake canal, from Cumberland to tide, 
some lines on the summit, and the whole western sec- 
tion. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servants, 

G. Totten, Maj. eng. brev’t it. col. 
S. Bernarp, Brig. gen. 
Members of the board of internal improvement. 
Jno. L. SuLLIVAN. 
To brev’t maj. gen. Alex. Macomb, 
Col. commandent U. S. engineers. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

Feb. 15. The bill making appropriation for the 
support of government for the year 1825, was read 
the third time and passed. | 

The bill making appropriation for the support of 
the navy of the United States, was read the third | 
time and passed. 

Mr. Noble presented the preamble and resolution 
of the general assembly of the state of Indiana, in- | 
structing their senators and requesting their repre- 
sentatives in congress to use their exertions in ob-| 
taining an extension of the laws passed for the re-| 
lief of purchasers of public lands, to all holders of | 
certificates who failed to file their application for ex- 
tended credit, sothat they, or their legal representa- | 
tives, be allowed to apply the instalments paid, in 
the same manner, and with the same privileges, that 
they could now do, if they had filed their application | 
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opposing the re-commitment, the question was de~ 
cided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Boulig- 
ny, Branch, Clayten, Cobb, D’Wolf, Edwards, Elliot, 
Findlay, Hayne, King, of New York, Knight, Low- 
rie, Mclivaine, Mills, Parrott, Taylor, Tazewell, 
Van Buren, Van Dyke, Williams—23 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Brown, Chandler, Dickerson, 
Faton, Gaillard, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. 
Jackson, Johnson, of Ky. Kelly, King, of Alabama, 
Lanman, Lloyd, of Mas. McLean, Macon, Noble, Pal- 
mer, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Thomas—23. 

The senate being equally divided, the motion to 
recommit the bill was lost, and the further conside- 
ration of it proceeded. 

An amendment, offered by Mr: Talbot, was reject- 
ed without debate—18 members rising for it, and 18 
against it. 

Mr. Tazewell moved so to amend the bill, as to pro- 
vide that “the three additional circuit judges, shall 
not be of the circuit court’—which motion was ear- 
nestly opposed by Measrs. Johnson and Talbot, of Ky.; 
after af few remarks from My, Findlay, the senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday, Feb. 11. The speaker laid before the house 
& communication from the department of state, trans- 
mitting copies of correspondence between the govern- 
ments of the United States and the Netherlands, in 
relation to the discriminating duties imposed on the 





for credit with the register of their respective land dis- | vessels of the United States, and their cargoes, in 
tricts; which was read and referred to the commit-/ the ports of the Netherlands; which was laid on the 
tee on public lands. | table, and ordered to be printed. 

After other business, the senate resumed, as in; On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee of the 
committee of the whole, (Mr. King, of Alabama, in the! whole, was discharged from the further consideration 
chair), the bill to amend the judicial system of the | of the bil! authorizing the secretary of the treasury 
United States, and to provide for three additional | to direct the completion of entries for the benefit of 
circuit courts; the question being on recommitting | drawback, after the period of twenty days; and the 
the bill with instructions. bill was then read in the house. 

After some remarks from Mr. Johnson, of Ken-! The following is a copy of the bill: 
tucky, explanatory of the bill, and a motion from! ‘Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives 
Mr. Tazewell to postpone it indefinitely, a long de- of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
bate took place, which consumed the remainder of That, whenever the exporter or exporters, entering 
the day. The motion was zealously opposeu by | any goods, waresor merchandise, for the benetit of 
Messrs. Talbot, Kelly, R. M. Johnson and Eaton; and , drawback, shall not have completed such entry, by 
supported by Messrs. Barbour and Van Buren; and, | taking the oath, or giving the bond required by the 
finally, the question being taken, it was decided in! existing laws of the United States, within the period 
the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows: | prescribed by law, butshalloffer to complete the said 


Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Branch, Clayton, 
Cobb, Edwards, Elliot, Findlay, King, of New-York, 
Lowrie, Macon, Mills, Taylor, Tazewell, Van Buren, | 
Van Dyke—l16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bouligny, Brown, | 
Chandler, Dickerson, Eaton, Gaillard, Holmes, of) 
Maine, Holmes, of Mis. Jackson, Johnson, of Ken. | 
Johnston, of Lou. Kelly, King, of Alabama, Knight, 
Lanman, Loyd, of Mass. McLeam, Noble, Palmer, 
Parrott, Ruggles, Seymore, Smitn, Talbot, Thomas, 
Willhams—28. 

The questiomthen recurring on the motion tore- 
commit the bill with instructions, 

The senate adjourned. | 

Feb.16. After other business, the senate spent an 
hour in the consideration of executive business. 

When the doors were opened— 

The senate then again took up, in committee of 
the whole, (Mr. King, of Alabama, in the chair), the 
billto amend the judicial system of the United States, 
and for the appointment of three additiona! circuit 
judges, (in the western states), the question pend- 
ing being on the recommitment of the bill to the 
judiciary committee. 

After a short debate on this question, between 
Messrs. Hayne, Talbot, Van Buren, Barbour, Holmes, 
of Maine, Mills, Johnson, of Kentucky, and Edwards, 


\ 
' 
' 











each briefly submitting his reasons for favoring or 


‘entry after the expiration of the said period, it shall 
/and may be lawful for the secretary of the treasury, 


upon application to him, made by the said exporter 


| or exporters, setting forth the cause of his or their 


omission, urder oath, and accompanied by a state- 
ment of the collector of all the circumstances attend- 
ing the transaction, within the knowledze of such col- 
lector, if he shall be satisfied that the failure to com- 
plete the saidentry was accidental, or without any 
intention to evade the law or defraud the revenue, to 
direct the said entry to be completed, and the certifi- 
cates or debentures, as the case may be, to issue. in 
the same manner asif such entry had been completed 
within the period prescribed by the existing laws of 


i the United States.”’ 


Mr. Foot, of Con. said that this bill was a virtual re- 
peal of the whole of the existing laws on the subject 
drawbacks. He moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the words “taking the oath or.”’ 

Mr. Cambreleng did not anticipate this opposition 
tothe bill. Ifthe amendment of the gentleman should 
succeed, it would make the bill amere nullity. The 
object of the billis to give power to the secretary of 
the treasury, in case he shall be satisfied that no fraud 
has been intended by a merchant, to allow him to 
take out his goods, on taking his oath and giving his 
bond. A man dies—it is morally and physically im- 
possible that he can take the cath or give his bond, 
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yet his representatives must come here, for permis-, clared himself bound, by a sense of duty, to deliver 
sion according to the existing laws. So, ifa manbe| his views on the general subject, which he did at 
sick, he cannot allow another todo these acts for him} length. , 


without coming to this house. This bill transfers 


Mr. Hamilton rose in reply, but gave way to a mo- 


one of the sumplest powers, which can be transferred| tion for adjournment, which was carried. 


by the house, to the treasury department. 

After considerable debate, Mr. Foot’s motion was 
fiegatived and the bill ordered tobe engrossed and 
read a third time. 


Monday, Feb. 14. After the usual presentation of 
petitions— 

The speaker communicated to the house the follow- 
ing jetter from Mr. Livermore, which was laid on 
the table, and notice of the resignation of Mr. Liver- 
more was ordered to be communicated to the execu- 
tive of New Hampshire: 

*‘ Washington, Feb. 14, 1825. 

Six: Iresign to my constituents the office, or trust, 
of representative in congress of the United States, 
for the state of New Hampshire, and pray you to do 
me the honor of announcing this to the house. 

I am, sir, with perfect respect, your obedient ser- 
rant, ARTHUR LIVERMORE. 

Hon. Henry Clay.” 

Mr. WeLene, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill, allowing an additional draw- 
back on sugar refined in the United States, and ex- 
ported therefrom; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Several reports were received from other com- 
mittees, which shall be noticed hereafter. 


On motion of Mr. .?@rcher, of Va. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill, giving the as- 
sent of congress to an act of the general assembly of Virginia, 
passed the 8th day of December, 18624, entitled “an act incorporat- 
ing acompany tor the purpose of wmproving the navigation of the 


Tuesday, Feb. 15. Mr. Hemphill, from the commit- 


tee on roads and canals, reported a bill declaring the 
assent of congress to an act of the general assembly 
of Virginia, therein mentioned; which was twice read, 
and after some remarks from Messrs. Hemphill, Cocke 
and Archer, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


The resolution of Mr. Livingston, offered yester- 


day, requiring the names of the persons holding un- 
claimed dividends of U. States stock, was again read. 


Mr. Livingston rose and advocated the propriety of 


the resolution, which was opposed by Messrs. Sharp 
and Storrs—and, finally, on a motion of Mr. §. the 
resolution was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Test, of Indiana, it was 
Resolved, That the cornmittee on the public lands be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of extending the benefit of the 
acts heretofore passed for the relief of purchasers of public lands, 
to all holders of 

extended credit, as that they or their legal representatives may 
hereafter be allowed to snely 

manner, with the same privileges, as if they bad filed their appli 
cations in due time. 


certificates who failed to file their application for 


the instalments paid, in the same 


Mr. Jennings presented the following joint resolu- 


tion of the legislature of Indiana; which was laid on 
the table: 


The senate and house of representatives of the 


state of indiana, in general assembly convened, would 
be deficient in respect to the feelings of their consti- 
tuents and unmindful of their obligations to a distin- 
guished benefactor, did they fail to join the pwan of 
national gratitude and unanimous welcome to major 
genera] Lafayette, on the occasion of his late arrival 


Appomatox river, from Pechahontas bridge to Broadway,” in said} in the United States. It is scarcely necessary for 


state. 

Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, offered the following, 
which les one day. 

Resolved That the sceretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house a detaved account, Contaimimg the names of the | 
several persons to whom the unclaimed dividends of the funded) 
debt of th Umited States appear to be due the amount due to cach, | 
the species of stock on which they have grown duc, th: periods | 
since which the dividend has been claimed, and that he also state | 
the names of persons, and their residence, who have for more than | 
two years received the dividendof any stock under (he same power 
of attorney, together with the names of the stockhulders whom 
they appear re spectively tu have represented, 

Aiter other busilmess— 

On motion of Mr. Zattnall, of Georgia, the house 
ther took up the report of the committee on military 
affairs, adverse to the Georgia militia claims; and 
the question being on recommitting it to that com- 
mittee with the following Instructions: 

‘‘To reporta bill making an appropriation for the; 
payment of the Georgia militia claims, for services 
rendered in the years 1792, 1793 and 1794—the ap- 
propriation to be conformed to the report of the se-| 
cretary of war, made to this house upon the subject 
of these claims,in the year 1803, and to embrace 
each class of claims, respectively, as described by 
that report.” 

Mr. Tattnall rose, and addressed the house at con- 
siderable length, in favor of the recommiiment. 

Mr. Forsyth wished distinctly to understand the 








ground on which the claim had been resisted by the} 


committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Hamilton, (chairman of that committee), in 
reply, called for the reading of the report of the mili- 
tary committee in 1802, of the committee of claims, 
and also of the military committee of last session. 

| These reports were read accordingly. ] 

Mr. H. then, in a few words, stated the views of 
the committee in rejecting the claims. 

Mr. Mallary, of Vermont, went, at considerable 
ienth, into the vindication of the ciaim. 

Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, notwithstanding the late- 





ness of the hour, (it was now near 4 o'clock), de-| 


them to say that they unanimously accord with the 
sentiments expressed towards their illustrious friend 


by the chief magistrate of the union, and cordially 
add their sanction to the provision in his favor re- 
cently enacted by congress. The latter they view as 
the smallest return for his pre-eminent services and 
sacrifices, the American people could make, or the 
guest of the nation receive. Itis the dignity of a spec- 
tacle unparalleled in the history of man, which they 
peculiarly feel and admire. Ten millions of hearts, 
spontaneously offering the homage of their gratitude 
to a private individual, unsupported by rank or pow- 
er, for services long past, of the purest and most ex- 
alted character, whilst they furnish consoling evi- 
dence that republics are not ungrateful, also carry 
with them the delightful cenviction that the sons of 
America have not degenerated from their fathers of 
the revolution. 

In pausing to contemplate with appropriate feel- 
ings this sublime example of popular gratitude, unit- 
ed with reverence for character and principles, the 
general assembly learn,with peculiar satisfaction, that 
it is the intention of general Lafayette to visit the 
western section of the United States. The felicity 
denied by a mysterious Providence to the father of 
his country, has, it is hoped, been reserved for his 
adopted sou. What the immortal Washington was per- 
mitted to see only through’the dark vista of futurity, 
will be realized in the fullness of vision by his asso- 
ciate in arms and in glory. 

The general assembly hail with inexpressible plea- 
sure the prospect of this auspicious visit. They can- 
not, they are aware, receive their benefactor in the 
costly abodes of magnificence and taste, nor vie with 
their sister states in the embellisbments of hospitality, 
more brilliant than it is theirs to efier, but not more 
sincere. [but they can, and do, incommon with the 
whole Arerican people, welcome him to a home in 
their hearts. They feel persuaded that he will take 
a deep interest in this part of our country, which, 
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though not the actual theatre of his generous labors, 
has emphatically grown out of the glorious results 
of his revolutionary services. On the west of the 
Alleghany mountains, our illustrious guest will behold 
extensive communities of freemen, which, within the 
period of his own recollection, have been substituted 
for the trackless wilderness, where, forty years ago, 
primeval barbarism held undisputed sway over man 
and nature, civilization, liberty end law wield the 
mild sceptre of equal rights. It it here that our illus- 
trious friend will find his name, his services, and we 
trust his principles, flourishing in perennial verdure. 
Here, too, may he enjoy the exulting prospect of see- 
ing them, in the language of a favorite son of the 
west, “transmitted, with unabated vigor, down the 
tide of time, to the countless millions of posterity.” 

On motion of Mr. Hemphill, 3,000 copies of the mes- 
sage of the president on “internal improvement,” 
vere ordered to be printed. 

A message of the president of the United States, 
transmitting a report of the secretary of state, with 
copies of the correspondence relating to the claims of 
the citizens of the United States upon the govern- 
ment of the Netherlands, was received, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Wright, ef Ohio, laid on the table the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on roads and canals be instructed 


to inquire imto the expediency of granting to the state of Ohio such 
sections of land, now owned by the United States, as shall be inter- 
sacted in the the location of the eanals lately authorized to be made 


iu that state, or so muchof said sections as remajn ui -id. 

An cngrossed bill for arming the militia of the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, was read a third time, passed and 
sent to the senate. 

The amendment of the senate to the bill making ap- 
propriations for the military service of the United 
States, for the year 1825, was concurred in by the 
house. 

Mr. Mercer moved to discharge the committee of 
‘he whole from the further eonsideration of the bill 
confirming an act of the general assembly of Mary- 
land coafirming an act of general assembly of Virgi- 
nia, incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
‘ompany, with a view to taking it up in the house. 

‘Che motion was negatived. 

The house then passed to the unfinished business 
of yesterday, which was the motion of Mr. Tattnall, 
to recommit the report of the military committee on 
the Georgia militiaclaims, with instructions to report 
a bill for the payment of them. 

Mr. Hamilton then addressed the house at consider- 
able length, in explanation and support of the report 
of the committee. 

He was followed by Mr. Forsyth, on the opposite 
side, who repeatec, and urged at great extent, his 
ubjections to the report. 

Mr. McCoy made a few remarks on the question; 
when, 

The question was put on the motion to recommit 
the report, and decided in the negative—ayes 51, noes 
73. And then the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Fed. 16. After the presentation of se- 
yeral reports, &e. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
trom the department of the treasury, transmiting a 
list of the names of the persons whe entered into con- 
tract with the treasury department for the cultivation 
of the vine and olive, and of the tracts of lands al- 
.otted to each. 

Mr. Cocke’s resolution, offered yesterday, in relation 
to raising and paying troops in Tennessee, was taken 
® Mr. Cambreleng moved to amend it by adding a 
clause. 

Mr. Cocke accepted the amendment as a modifica- 
tion, and thus amended, the resolution was adopted, 
and reads as follows: 


a 


;. Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay before thi« 
house a copy of the correspondence between the department of 
war and the governor of Tennessee, commencing in the year 1813, 

| 80 far as relates to the raising of troops under an act of the genera) 

assembly of said state, and providing for their pay and subsistence. 
| And also state at what time the United States assumed the payment 

'Of the sum authorized to be borrowed by said act, and when funds 

| were remitted to the governor for its payment. Anda copy of the 

| letters in the department, relative to the remission of money to the 
| governor of Tennesse, or to his draft on the department, for defray- 
| ang the expenses of the troops raised in said state, during the late 
| War, together with a copy of the accounts betwecn the said go- 
"wr and the United States. 


| Mr. Van Rensselaer offered the following resolu- 
ition: 

Resolved, That this house will, on Friday next, proceed to the 
| election of a printer for the 19th congress. 

' On motion of Mr. Littte, it was amended by substi- 
'tuting Monday for Friday, and in that form was 
‘agreed to. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. . 

The resolution of the committee of military affairs, 
rejetting the Geergia militia claims, was concurred in 
by the house. 

Mr. Hamilton then moved that the house take up 
the bill providing for the payment of the ‘‘Massachu- 
setts militia claims’’—negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Vance, of Ohio, the house then 
went into committee of the whole, Mr. Saunders in 
the chair, on the bill providing for the relinquish- 
ment of certain claims for land sold, by the United 
States, in the state of Ohio. 

Mr. Rankin, (chairman of the committee on the 
public lands), explained the circumstances of the 
case on which the bill is founded. 

In 1784, Virginia ceded to the United States the 
northwestern territory, out of which the states of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, has since been formed. 
Previous to this cession, Virginia had promised to her 
continental soldiery a certain rate of land as bounty. 
In order to fulfil this promise, that state set apart 
a certain tract of land in Kentucky, and, in the act of 
cession above referred to, it was made a condition 
that, if thistract,in Kentucky, proved insufficient to 
to satisfy all the bounty warrants issued by Virginia, 
congress should set apart another tract north of the 
Ohio, and between the Scioto and the Miami rivers, 
(in what is now the state of Ohio.) Soon after the 
cession, about the year 1788, many unauthorized lo- 
cations were made between those rivers, before the 
tract was set apart by congress. These locations 
congress declared to be invalid. In 1790, congress 
having evidence, on the part of Virginia, that the 
tract in Kentucky was insufficient, set apart this tract 
between the Miami and the Scioto, according to the 
stipulation in the act of cession. No difficulty oc~- 
curred in fixing its boundaries on three of the sides, 
because these consisted of the rivers Ohio, Scioto, 
and Miami; but some difficulty did occur in fixing 
the remaining boundary line from the source of the 
Scioto to the source of the Miami, both which points 











|then lay inthe Indian country. ta 1804, Mr Ludlow, 


the United States’ surveyor for that district, ran what 
he supposed to the true line. All the lands east ot 
this were subject to the Virginia warrants. All the 
lands west of it were held to belong to the United 
States, and were sold accordingly: but the accuracy of 
this line being disputed, commissioners were appoint- 
ed on the partof Virginia and the United States, by 
whose direction a second line was run by another 
surveyor, called Roberts, which started from the 
game point, viz: the source of the Seioto, but ran 
towards a different point, now found to be the true 
source of the Miami. Thus there occured a gore be- 
tween Ludlow’s line and Roberts’ line. Upon a suit 
to try the question, the district court of the United 
States decided, that the land in this gore was subject 
to the Virginia warrants—but the land had already 
theen sold by the United States to actual settelers. 
}To these persons, now deprived of their settlements, 
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compensation was to be made, and the commit- 
tce on the public lands had come to the conclu- 
sion that the rate of this compensation ought to be 
regulated by the valuation of these lands, made in obe- 
dience to an act of congress, at the lastsession. The 
gore contained 14,000 acres, and the valuation of 
the land, exclusive of imprévements, amounts to 
$60,000. The present bill provides that this sum | 
should be put into the hands of the president of the 
United States, for the purpose of quieting all location 
claims prior to the year 1812. 

The bill was then ‘reported without amendment | 
and ordered to be engrosed for a third reading to’ 
morrow. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, | 
Mr. Condict in the chair, on the senate’s amendments | 
to the general and navy appropriation bills. 

The first amendments, which proposes to strike 
out a compensation made to Mr. T. H. Gilliss, for 
extra services performed during the illness of the 
late fourth auditor, gave rise to a desultory debate. 
After which the question being taken on concurring 
with the senate in striking out the appropriation, the | 
ayes were 63, the noes 78—so the amendment of the | 
senate was disagreed to. 

The next amendment, which proposes to insert: 
%14,000 for furniture for the president’s house, was. 
adopted, ayes 80. 

The amendment which proposes to strike out the 
appropriation of $12,000 for the pay of six commis-, 
sioners to settle the titles to lands in Florida, was dis-| 
agreed to. 

{Mr. Call, (delegate from Florida,) stated the cir- 
cumstances ofthe case, and strongly represented the | 
injury which would result from interrupting the ope- 
rations of the two boards of commissioners, now in 
session in East and West Florida. ]} 

So the appropriation was retained. 

The last amendment, which appropriates $5000 for 
graduating and improving the grounds round the pre- 
sident’s house, was agreed to, ayes 70, noes 65. 

The navy appropriation bill was then taken up.— 
To this bill, the senate proposed only one amend- 
ment, to add $10,000 for the purchase of a lot of land 
adjoining the navy yard at Norfolk. 

The house agreed to the amendment. 

The bill making an additional appropriation to com- 
pensate the persons who brought to the seat of go- 
vernment the electoral votes for president and vice 
president, was read. 

The committee then rose, and reported the above 
three bills, with their agreement and disagreement, 
as above, to the different amendments—in all which 
the house concurred. 

The bills were again sent to the senate. 

Mr. McKim moved to take up the bill to extend the 
right of deposite in public and other store-houses; 
vut, before a quorum had voted on the question, 

‘The house adjourned. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS-——-FEBRUARY 17. 

in the senate-—The president communicated a letter 

rom the secretary of the treasury, transmitting ‘‘ac- 
urate statements of the foreign commerce of the U. 
States.” 

The bill from the house of representatives, mak- 
zing appropriation for the purchase of books for the 

ise of the library of congress, was read the third time 
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ind passed. 
The senate resumed, as in committee of the whole, 
Mr. King, of Alabama, in the chair,) the bill to amend | 


cue judicial system of the United States, and to au-| 
thorize the creation of three additional circuit courts; | 
Vir. Tazewell’s motion to exclude the additional cir-| 
cuit judges from being indzea of the supreme court, 
deing stil pending. 

After some debate, Nir Fareice!l's motion was rea| 


er tar 


Mr. Van Buren moved to strike out, in that part of 
the bill which authorizes the appointment of three ad- 
ditional associate justices on the bench of the su- 
preme court, the word “three,” and insert ‘“‘two.” 

Messrs. Holmes, Talbot and Van Buren, said a few 
words on this motion, which was determined in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Bell, Branch, Chandler, Clay 
ton, Cobb, D’ Wolf, Eaton, Edwards, Elliott, Findlay, Hayne, King, 
of Alab. King, of N. York, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, of Mass. 
Mcllivaine, Macon, Mills, Parrott, Seymour, Smith, Taylor, Taze 
well, Van Buren, Van Dyke—28. 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bouligny, Brown, Dickerson, Gaillard, 
Holmes, of Me. Holmes, of Miss. Jackson, Johnson, of Ky. John; 


ston, of Lon. Kelly, McLean, Noble, Ruggles, Talbot, ‘Thomas, 
Williams—17. 


The bill was then recommitted to the judiciary 
committee, (for the arrangement of the circuits, &c.) 
The senate took up their amendments to the appro- 


priation bills, which had been disagreed to by the 


other house, and receded from each of them, except 
that which strikes out the appropriation of 12,000 
dojlars for the compensation of the Florida land 
commissioners; which they insisted on striking out, by 


-avote of 22to1l. Adjourned. 


House of representatives. The speaker laid before the 
house a letter from Antonio Meucci, offering his ser- 
vices to paint a picture, representing the meeting of 
the French and American troops immediately pre- 
ceding the siege of Yorktown, to be placed in the ro- 
tundo of the capito}, at the same price as that receiv- 
ed by colonel Trumbull. The letter was referred to 
the committee on the library. 

Mr. Taylor, from the select committee on that sub- 
ject, made a report recommending an arrangement 
of the business before the house. 

[The first class consists of private bills, reported by 
committees of this house; of these there are 52. 

The second, of private bills which have passed the 
senate; of these there are 5. 

The third class, of public bills of special interest, 
viz: 1 for 10sloops of war; and 2 for the suppression 
of piracy; and 26 other bills of public character, ori- 
ginated in the house. 

The fourth class, of public bills from the senate; 
of which there are 5. 

The fifth class, of public bills of the house, in num- 
ber 23.]} 

The report was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WeKim, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill to extend the right of 
deposite in publie or other stores, on certain condi 
tions, and with certain privileges to other goods, be~ 
sides wines, teas, and distilled spirits. 

Mr. McKim briefly explained the object of the bill, 
which is to introduce the policy lately adopted by 
European powers in respect to depots for goods, (in 
order to save to the merchant the 24 percent. now 
reserved on drawbacks. ) 

The blank for the time in which the bill is to com- 
mence its effect was filled with the first day of July nect. 

The blank directing the sum to be retained out of 
the duties, was filled with one half of one per cent. 

The blank for the duration of the act was filled 
with three years. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. : 

The house then went into committee of the whole 
on the bill granting a certain quantity of land to the 
state of Illinois for the purpose of aiding in opening 
a canal to consectthe waters of the river Illinois wih 
those of lake Michigan; and the bill granting certain 
lots of land to the corporation of St. Augustine and 
Pensacola. 

Some proceedings then took place on these bills, 


‘which ended in postponing the latter indefinitely, and 


ordering the former to lie on the table. 
The speaker then laid before the house the follows, 


‘ing mesages from the president of the United States: 
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To the house of representatives of the U. S. | 


Linvite the attention of congress to the peculiar 
situation of this District, in regard to the exposure of 
its inhabitants, to contagious diseases from. abroad, 
avainst which it is thought, that adequate provision 
should now be made. The exposure being common 
to the whole district, the regulation should apply to 
the whole: to make which, congress alone possesses 
the adequate power. That the regulation should be 
made by congress, is the more necessary, from the 
consideration, that this being the seat of government, 
its protection against such diseases must form one of 
its principal objects. James MONROE. 

Washington, Feb. 17th, 1825. 

To the house of representatives of the U. S. 

I transmit herewith, to the house, a report from the 
secretary of state, with copies of the correspondence 
with the government of France, requested by the re- 
solution of the house, of the 25thof January last. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Feb. 17th, 1825. 


CHRONICLE. 

Mr. Appleton, secretary of the American legation at 
Madrid, has arrived at New York. He brings de- 
spatches for the government of the United States. 

Mr. King, the venerable member of the senate from 
New York, has declined being a candidate for re- 
election. 

General Stricker having declined to accept the 
office of major general, vacated by the decease of gen. 
Harper, brig. gen. Wim. M‘ Donald, has been promoted 
to that office, and col. George H. Stuart, to succeed 
him in the command of the $d brigade of M, M. 

Mr. Owen. It is stated in the public prints, that 
Mr. Owen, of Lanark, (Scotland), after purchasing 
the property of the Harmony society, on the Wabash, 
is on his way to Washington, for the purpose of sub- 
mitting his plans to congress, and soliciting their aid 
in carrying them intoextensive effect. 

Died, at his residence in Boston, on the 6th inst. 
William Eustis, esq. governor of Massachusetts. Gov. 
Eustis has been constantly and actively engaged in 
the service of his country, and has filled some of the 
highest offices in its gift; having enjoyed, successive- 
ly, tne offices of secretary of war, minister to the Nether- 
lunds, &c. ali the duties pertaining to which, he dis- 
eharged with the zeal and devotion of a patriot. His 
rewains were conveyed to the grave amid the highest 
civil and military honors. 

Indiana. William Hendricks, esq. the present go- 
vernor, has been elected a senator in congress from 
the state of Indiana, for six years from the 4th of 
March next, in place of W. Taylor, esq. whose term 
of service expires at that time. 

Louisiana. Mr. J. S. Johnston, the present senator 
in congress, from Louisiana, has been re-elected to 
that post, by a majority of five votes over Mr. Living- 
ston, the present representative in congress, from the 
same state. 

Members of congress. Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, 
and Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, at present mem- 
bers of the house of revresentatives, und Mr. Smith, 
of Maryland, Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, Mr. 
Holmes, of Mississippi, and Mr. Tazewell, of Virgi- 
hia, of the present senate, are the only members of 
congress who took a part in the eventful contest be- 
tween Jefferson and Burr. 

The North Carolina. This noble vessel is now ly- 
ing at anchor in the Potomac. The president of 
the United States, secretary of the navy, withseveral 
metnbers of congress, and others, accompanied by 
her veteran commander, commodore Rocgers, visited” 
her some days ago; and they were received and en- 





} 





- -_—— A es 





tertained in the most handsome manner, provision 
having been made for the honorable reception of the 
guests. Dinner was provided for the whole party. 

The persons, officers and men, on board this ship 
amount to 960. She mounts 90 guns, and is pierced for 
102. On the upper deck she measures 229 feet; from 
the flying gib boom to the ring-tail boom, the distance 
is 380 feet. From the upper extremity of the main 
mast to the bottom of the keel, is 280 feet; and she is, 
perhaps. in every respect, one ofthe most complete 
and effective ships that ever Goated. In addition to 
ail that is required for purposes of war, she has a 
library of about 1100 volumes, furnished by the gra- 
tuitous contributions of the officers and crew. 


Ittempt to rob the mail. A daring attempt was made 
on the night of the 28th ult. to rob the mail from New 
York to Albany, as it was ascending the hill at the 
head of Washington street, about a quarter of a mile 
north of the village of Poughkeepsie. The straps and 
apron, covering the mail and baggage, -were cut, and 
the mail bag and a trunk removed from the stage 
withowt being observed by the driver or passengers. 
A stage, which followed close upon the other, arrived 
atthe place before the freebooters had time to re- 
move the mail from the road, and recoveredit. The 
trunk was found next morning, in a field a little east 
of the place where the robbery was committed, bro- 
ken open and rifled of its contents, some of which 
were found near the academy in the village. The 
tools with which the trunk was opened were found 
near it; and, asit afterwards appeared, had been ta- 
ken from a blacksmith’s shop in Poughkeepsie. 


4 desirable work. The New York Advertiser, an- 
nounces that Timothy Pithin, esq. of Connecticut, is 
preparing for the press, ‘‘Sketches of the civil and po- 
litical history of the United States, from their first settle- 
ment to the close of the administration of general Wash 
ington.” 

Seduction. Nine thousand dollars damages have 
been awarded as the penalty for the seduction of a 
young lady in New-York. The case was one of the 
most cruel and provoking nature. 

American tea. The tea shrub is now cultivated toa 
very considerable extent in the state of Louisiana, 
where there are at present growing several planta- 
tions of it. It is said te be equal to the best China 
tea. 

Interior trade. The Pittsburg Gazette, states that 
the eastern section of the grand canal of New York 
‘will be finished next summer; in anticipation of 
which event, the citizens of New York are building 
new steam boats to extend their commerce to the 
various ports on lake Erie, and are even forming 
transportation lines to conduct it into the interior of 
the adjoining states. Two new steam boats are at 
present on the stocks, at or near Buffalo; and the 
agents of a transportation company, now employed 
along the unfinished section of the canal, recently 
visited this place to make arrangements for placing 
a branch of their line of transportation wagons on 
the route between Erie and Pittsburg, in the expec- 
tation, by this northwest passage, of supplying us and 
our western neighbors with goods from the city of 
New-York, at a cheaper rate than we can procure 
them from Philadelphia.” 


Appointments by the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate. 

Joseph Hill Clark, of Massachusetts, fo be consul of 
the United States, for the port of Lubec. 

Daniel W. Smith, to be consul of the United States 
at Refugio, Mexico, Rio Grande. 

The Rev. Charles P. WM Ilvaine, now chaplain of the 
senate, to be professor of ethics and belle lettres, and 
chaplain, in the military academy at West Point. 
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